
Sunshine Beach SHS recognises the importance that literacy has in allowing our children the best 
chance in achieving success and improved school performance.  Our school has developed whole 
school research based literacy strategies which support our teaching of literacy across all year levels 
and all subjects at SBSHS.   

Literacy 
 

Three Level Guides 
A Three Level Guide is a comprehension strategy which supports students to read the text closely by 
providing a clear purpose and direction for reading. It ensures students interpret the text carefully as 
well as considering higher-order thinking questions beyond the text. The three levels of questioning 
are: 

1. Literal (Reading the lines) 
2. Inferential  (Reading between the lines) 
3. Evaluative (Reading beyond the lines)  

 

Teaching Reading  
 

Across all KLAs, the teaching of reading is a responsibility of all teachers.   

Our school uses the resources from Teaching Reading Comprehension Strategies- a practical 
classroom guide by Sheena Cameron. 

These strategies allow students to engage with the text.  There are activities to process new 
knowledge, practice and deepen their understanding and generate and test hypothesis. 

 

Our school uses a common format to explicitly teach reading comprehension across all subjects.  
The Reading Placemat ensures students skim the text to activate prior knowledge before reading.  
During reading they scan the text for answers and annotate the evidence.  After reading they 
synthesise their understanding by summarising the text.  These evidence-based strategies ensure 
that students read the text closely.   



 

Activating Vocabulary 
 

Student’s vocabulary knowledge is directly tied to their success in school – Marzano 

Why?  Because it is an important aspect of reading comprehension and reading is an important part 
of learning. 



All KLAs have subject specific vocabulary, which we call specialised language.  All specialised 
language is outlined for each unit in Orange Day planning. 

Our school uses the Marzano “Six-step Process for Teaching Vocabulary”. 

The first three steps are taught using a consistent process across the school following the ‘Activating 
Thinking’ format.  Samples of Activating Vocabulary PowerPoints are found on the school curriculum 
drive (G drive) in the ‘Literacy, Yes, Literacy’ folder. 

  

Sourced from: http://fhsdvocabulary.pbworks.com/w/page/44174640/Francis%20Howell%20Vocabulary%20Instruction 

  

 
 

Teacher Tip 

Get students to use specialised language 

in ALL responses/answers to set tasks. 

 

http://fhsdvocabulary.pbworks.com/w/page/44174640/Francis%20Howell%20Vocabulary%20Instruction


Peel paragraphs 
 

A peel paragraph is a way for students to structure their writing. 

PEEL is an acronym for the following 

 Point  

 Evidence 

 Elaboration 

 Link 
This structure assists students to develop concise paragraphs with a clear point that is supported 
with evidence and elaboration and a linking sentence.  Once the basic template is learned, students 
can adapt the structure for effect. For example, the evidence and elaboration can be sequenced in 
either order.  

A consistent language and approach to writing helps students build confidence with their writing and 
allows enables transference of skills learned in one subject to other subjects.   

 

 

   

 



Writing on Demand 

To encourage students to develop concentration, persistence and confidence in their writing, 

students are asked to respond to an evaluative question under a time pressure.  This can be added 

at the end of an Activating Thinking lesson (this is step 1 on the writing process:  Brainstorming) or as 

a stand-alone activity.   

 

 

See the Literacy, Yes, Literacy folder on G drive for templates, feedback forms and resources.  

G:\Coredata\Curriculum\Literacy,yes,literacy\Activating Thinking & writing on demand  



Proficiency scales for PEEL paragraphs allow students to track their progress and lets both the 

student and teacher know what to focus on next.       

 

The Writing Process 

 


