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Activating Thinking (Numeracy)           g 
 

Activating thinking activities provide short tasks/questions/situations that require students to “think 
hard”. 

The concept behind activating thinking is to address areas where students have not performed 
well, in an engaging, collaborative way.  The focus areas are reading and numeracy. 

Students are expected to: 

 Think hard 
 Collaborate with each other 
 Discuss their answers 
 Justify their responses 
 Use the phrase “I think…. because…..” 
 Participate in all activities 

Approaching mathematical problems can be done in an organised, structured 

way in any KLA. 



 
 

 

 

Activating Thinking – Numeracy 
 

Activate thinking in Numeracy is around an 
open ended question/activity that targets a 
specific numeracy area. 

Activities are designed to illicit simple 
responses from all students while providing 
the scope to extend the thinking of more 
advanced students. 

Students regularly use little whiteboards to 
record their thinking.  Students are 
encouraged to write notes, rub things out and 
take risks to be successful in these activities. 

 

 


