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It’s only after several years of Shiner publications that the full 
extent of the transformation of Sunshine Beach High into one of 
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fully appreciated.

The continual growth and accomplishment of our students is 
evident when flicking through the issues and highlights, more 
than anything, the dedication and professionalism of the staff 
and the ensuing motivation and success of our young people.
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Foremost in this issue is the almost casual display of talent 
and dedication from across every faculty.  There is an evolving 
problem from a production point of view, however, of how to 
include all of the achievements within the constraints of each 
issue.

It’s a welcomed conundrum and one I will gladly face in the 
issues to come.

DAVID MANNION
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Dear Sunshine family and 
friends.

It is so wonderful to see how, 
as a school and a community, 
we join together and achieve so 
many individual, team, cohort 
and whole school success 
stories.

The global focus of our 
learning was so evident 
this term with two Year 11 
students, Zoe Gralton and 
Emily Snell, travelling to 
Finland to represent Australia 
and Oceania at the World 
Environmental Conference.  

I HAVE HAD THE GREAT PRIVILEGE OF BEING PRINCIPAL OF THIS 
IMPRESSIVE SCHOOL SINCE THE START OF TERM 2 AND FOR THE 
REST OF 2019.  GRANT WILLIAMS SHARES WHY HE IS LOVING THE 
SUNSHINE WAY.

A large group of students 
travelled to China during 
the Easter break to develop 
relationships with the 
Changshu Education Bureau 
to support the formation of our 
sister school partnership with 
Ouqu Middle School. 

The goals of the sister school 
partnership are to promote 
intercultural understanding 
through the development 
of student exchanges 
and connected learning 
experiences. 

The excellent work that 

Acting Principal

Grant Williams

PRINCIPAL’S
 REPORT

SCHOOL AND WIDER COMMUNITY 
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Presented by Assistant Regional 

Director Mr. Barry Dittman, our 

new acting Principal Mr. Grant 

Williams accepts another regio-

nal Showcase Award on behalf 

of our staff at SBSHS.

takes place every day in 
our classrooms was also 
highlighted with our school 
winning the North Coast 
Region Showcase Award for 
Excellence in Secondary Years.  

Our “Leading from the Middle” 
initiative for improving our 
literacy and numeracy skills 
through the analysis of data, 
the focussed teaching of skills 
and the coaching and feedback 
cycles for both students and 
teachers was highlighted 
as one of the key innovative 
educational improvement 
strategies across the 
Region.  This initiative really 
emphasises our school’s ethos 
“Quality in all we do”.

One of the great aspects of 
Sunshine Beach State High 
is the diversity of opportunity 
for students.  Whether it be in 
the music field, sporting field 

received an offer for a course 
of their choice.  Every day I see 
great things that our students, 
teachers and community do 
and achieve and it reminds me 
of a quote from Dr Anil Kumar 
Sinha: 

“Successful people keep 
their eye on the goal. If they 
encounter obstacles, instead 
of focusing on the obstacle, 
they find a way around it by 
keeping their goal in mind. It 
is a mindset of courage which 
makes it easier to pursue 
success.”

At Sunshine Beach State High 
School we work to create 
success and build resilience, 
creating a future that we can 
all be proud of. 

Grant Williams

PRINCIPAL

The excellent work that takes place 
every day in our classrooms was also 
highlighted with our school winning the 

North Coast Region Showcase Award for 
Excellence in Secondary Years.

or academic field our young 
people have the opportunity 
to pursue their passions and 
excel.  A great example of 
this has been Year 10 student 
Teddy McRitchie who has 
received national acclaim for 
his wearable art.  Success 

provide opportunities that 
are real and relevant for our 
learners at Sunshine Beach 
SHS.

The overall achievement of our 
students is emphasised with 
the great results achieved by 

comes to us all when we have 
the opportunity to pursue our 
passions and have the support 
to do so.  I commend the work 
of our teachers and support 
staff who extend beyond the 
curriculum to ensure they 

our 2018 graduates. 100% of 
our graduating class received a 
QCE or QCIA.  85% of eligible 
2018 Year 12 students received 
an OP between 1 and 15 and 
100% of those students who 
applied for tertiary study 



You would be surprised and inspired by 
the tiny changes that have impacted 

the lives of two girls from Noosa.

Four acquaintances met early on a Monday 
morning at the Brisbane International 
Airport in late May to travel to a 
small town in Finland, Joensuu.  
Year 11 students Emily Snell and 
Zoe Gralton along with teachers Mr 
Rob King and Mrs Leanne McFie all 
smiled with excitement and doubt, 
thinking ‘what change could we 
possibly make to have an impact on 
climate change?’  Little did we know 
that in just 10 days we would create 
lifelong friendships and two young 
girls from Noosa would address 
the world’s economic leaders on 
climate change.

After a 26-hour flight we arrived in Helsinki 
to sunny skies and a coolness to the air.  
Finnish summers are mild and even cool 
at times with ‘warm’ summer days of 19 
degrees.  As the sun never quite sets in 
the west, we had all evening to explore 
the city’s history and culture.  Walking 
through the cobble stone streets besides 
Swedish and Russian architecture, set 
within the maritime precinct we admired 
the parks with their flowering tulip 
lawns as we heard the loud cheers of the 
Finnish ice hockey fans winning the world 
championships.  The victory made even 
sweeter by the defeat, of historical rivals, 
Sweden and Russia.  

Day one was another travel day to get 
to the small town of Joensuu, six hours 
north east of Helsinki via bus.  The trip 
was quiet as the six coaches were full of 
strangers, friends we had not met yet.  The 
girls soon realised they were among ‘their 

kind of people’. Students ranging from 12 
to 17 years of age, all passionate about 
the environment and concerned with the 
impact of climate change.

Over the coming ten days students and 
teachers from over 70 countries would 
work together to live, eat, learn, play, dance 
and sing together.  Countries who would 
be hostile across the political table shared 
stories and photos of their lives at home.  
Most importantly they learned, planned 
and worked together.  Culminating in a 
shared commitment on five statements for 
change.  These five small changes to our 
current lives, when actioned across the 
globe and by all generations, could assist 
in the efforts to reduce waste and carbon 
emissions. 

THE WORLD STUDENT SUMMIT FOR CLIMATE MET THIS YEAR IN A 
LITTLE TOWN IN EASTERN FINLAND TO TALK CLIMATE CHANGE.  WHAT 
POSSIBLE CHANGE COULD OVER 300 STRANGERS FROM MORE THAN 
70 COUNTRIES DO IN ONLY 10 DAYS?  LEANNE MCFIE TALKS WITH EMILY 
AND ZOE TO FIND OUT.

WHEN STRANGERS 
UNITE

COVER STORY

You may not know Zoe and Emily, as they 
are not comfortable in the spotlight, 
but they radiate a desire to make our 
community a better place.  Emily is at 
home playing her ukele and knitting, 
whilst Zoe enjoys life outdoors on our 

golden beaches bathed in the 
sunshine.  Rob and I may have 
been the girls’ teachers, but 
it was us who learnt so much 
from these quietly confident 
and inspirational young 
women.

Over the coming 12 months you 
will have many an opportunity 
to meet the girls and help 
them reach our target and 
commitment to plant 20,000 

trees.  For now though, this is a short 
insight into what drives these young 
women to make our future environment 
their priority.

OVER THE COMING TEN DAYS 
STUDENTS AND TEACHERS FROM 

OVER 70 COUNTRIES WOULD WORK 
TOGETHER TO LIVE, EAT, LEARN, 

PLAY, DANCE AND SING TOGETHER.”
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24 students from Years 
8, 9 and 10 made the 

trip to visit Beijing, Suzhou, 
Changshu (home of our sister 
school) and Shanghai.    

Acting Deputy Principal Helen 
Leyden said the trip was an 
incredible experience for both 
students and teachers, and 
is part of the school’s plan to 
develop “global partnerships”. 

CHINA VISIT
THE PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN OUR SISTER SCHOOL, OUQI MIDDLE 
SCHOOL, AND SUNSHINE BEACH STATE HIGH SCHOOL CONTINUED THIS 
YEAR WITH OUR SECOND STUDENT VISIT TO CHINA OVER THE EASTER 
HOLIDAYS.  

Visiting the Great Wall was a 
must, with students electing to 
take the scenic gondola cable 
car ride instead of climbing 
over 1000 steps to get onto the 
wall.    

After spending time on the 
wall and leaving a mark on 
the newly added ‘graffiti zone’ 
students were then able to 
descend via a toboggan ride.  

It is a unique experience to 
zoom down the Great Wall in a 
toboggan!!   

Students also had the 
opportunity to visit the 
Forbidden City, the Hutong 
(old region) and barter their 
way around China.   They went 
to a Kung Fu show in Beijing, 
and Chinese acrobat show in 
Shanghai.  They ate traditional 

Chinese food, did Tai Chi at the 
Summer Palace, and learnt 
how to diablo.  They also were 
able to experience real Chinese 
culture by doing a homestay 
with one of their sister school’s 
families for four nights.   

Many students thought that 
the homestay was the best part 
of the trip, allowing for real 
friendships to be forged.  

SCHOOL AND WIDER COMMUNITY 
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Deputy - Senior Secondary

Mr Paul Fitzgerald

NEW SYLLABI, SENIOR REPORTING AND BRAND 
NEW BUILDINGS WILL BE DOMINATING THE 
SCHOOL DISCUSSION IN THE COMING MONTHS. 
EVEN SO, TEACHING AND LEARNING STILL REMAIN 
THE PREDOMINANT FOCUS.

As the Senior School Deputy Principal 
of Sunshine Beach State High School, 

it is a privilege to see the achievements of 
the senior students year on year.

Our 2018 graduates achieved some 
outstanding results and have moved in 
many varied fields of study, training and 
employment and I congratulate each and 
every one of them for their commitment to 
success.

2019 has seen the introduction of the New 
QCE and the ATAR system.  Our current Year 
12 students, the very first cohort of Prep 
students in Queensland, will be the last to 
exit secondary school with an OP.  Our Year 

11 students, the first Year 7 cohort in high 
school, will be the first to exit secondary 
school with an ATAR and having completed 
external exams.  This means we have dual 
systems currently running in Queensland 
secondary schools.

I’d like to acknowledge the hard work of 
our staff in implementing dual systems 
with senior students this year. Their efforts 

will support every Sunshine Beach State 
High School senior student to succeed, 
regardless of which system they are 
experiencing.  Ensuring that every student 
succeeds in Years 11 and 12 involves 
supporting each student according to their 
unique needs and talents.  

It is important that students feel 
supported and confident in their senior 
secondary learning journeys, regardless 
of which system they are studying in and 
as a school, we look to work in partnership 
with parents to ensure we are supporting 

DEPUTY’S
 REPORT

SCHOOL AND WIDER COMMUNITY 

our students so they have a successful 
learning journey.

As we move into the second half of 2019 
our Year 12 students are preparing for the 
final Queensland Core Skills Test (QCST) 
and we are monitoring their progress 
towards their QCE.  

Our Year 11 students will be completing 
their Unit 1 and Unit 2 courses and starting, 

before the end of the 
year, their Unit 3 and 4 
courses – remembering 
that Unit 3 and Unit 4 
count together and are 
the unit results that are 
used to calculate ATAR 
scores.

Sunshine Beach State 
High School continues 

to be a leader on the Sunshine Coast in 
academic excellence; offering  a vast 
array of subject suites and vocational 
courses where students exit school with 
credentials that will allow them to excel in 
the next phase of their life. 

As we transition towards our new system 
we wish our students all the very best 
and we thank our parent body for their 
continued support. If you wish to learn 
more about ATAR, please do not hesitate in 
contacting me. 

“ENSURING THAT EVERY STUDENT 
SUCCEEDS IN YEARS 11 AND 12 
INVOLVES SUPPORTING EACH 

STUDENT ACCORDING TO THEIR 
UNIQUE NEEDS AND TALENTS.”

SENIOR SCHOOL
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JUNIOR SECONDARY

Welcome to our first edition of 
“Shiner” for 2019 - my personal 

congratulations to Mr Mannion for 
compiling such a quality publication. 
It is always a delight to reflect on our 
semester and celebrate the exemplary 
accomplishments of our Junior Secondary 
School students.

This year we have launched an additional 
extension opportunity, specifically 
for our Year 8 students. This explicitly 
designed program follows on from our 
Young Crest (Years 4,5 and 6) and Crest 
(Year 7) programs that were established 
at SBSHS 3 years ago and have gained 
significant momentum and reputation in 
our community. The “Academic Pipeline 
Program” enhances the vision for STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Arts and Mathematics) at SBSHS to 
equip students with the necessary 21st 
Century skills (6 C’s) and knowledge to be 
innovative and aspiring problem solvers of 
the future. STEAM learning experiences 
inspire creativity and critical thinking, 
encouraging and empowering students to 
be lifelong learners. Congratulations to 
the inaugural students who were selected 
to participate this year. 

We are also delighted to announce 
that we were successful in obtaining a 
$10,000 grant for digital innovation and 
partnerships. In conjunction with Noosa 
Council and the Peregian Digital Hub, 
SBSHS, NDSHS and CSHS have selected 
high performing female students to 
participate in short courses in a variety of 

Deputy - Junior Secondary

Mrs Karey Goodall

STEM fields. The courses are delivered by 
female leaders in their respective fields 
and include; a machine learning artificial 
intelligence program and a bioengineering 
program, which would be the first of 
its kind in Australia. The objectives 
of the initiative are to; contextualise 
opportunities for female students in STEM 
industries and provide students with 
authentic learning opportunities with 
leading female scientists. Congratulations 
to all students involved – we are delighted 
to have launched this innovative program 
in the digital space and in partnership with 
local communities.

Wishing our students and families a 
successful Semester 2 and I very much 
look forward to celebrating further 
achievements with you in our final edition 
of Shiner, which will be released at the end 
of year.

Deputy - Teaching and Learning

Ms Helen Leyden

TEACHING AND LEARNING

One of the reasons why this is a great 
school!!!

Sunshine Beach SHS has won the 
2019 Regional Showcase Award for 
Excellence in the Secondary Years with 
their submission titled ‘Leading from 
the Middle’.  The Showcase Awards for 
Excellence in Schools (Showcase Awards) 
are presented annually to Queensland 
state schools with excellent practices 
that significantly improve outcomes for 
students.  I am particularly proud of this 
submission, as it tells the story of not only 
the great work of our leadership team 
(Heads of Departments, maths & literacy 
coaches), but of every staff member.   Let 
me explain….

Four years ago our year 9 NAPLAN data 
was below nation in every area (writing, 
numeracy, reading, spelling, grammar & 
punctuation).  We were not proud of these 
results, as we knew our teachers were 
working hard with students, teaching the 
curriculum.  In response to this data, we 
made a few changes….

To increase the reading ability of our 
students, the ‘Wide Reading’ program 
was introduced.  This program is for all 
students in Yr 7–9 whereby students 
read a text at their level for 30 minutes. 

To assist students in the selection of 
appropriate texts, all students complete a 
computer-adaptive test which measures 
their reading comprehension and provides 
them with a Lexile number.  A reading room 
was established in the library whereby 
library books in this room are numbered 

according to Lexile ability, and classes are 
scheduled into the library so that books 
at their level can easily be selected.  In 
addition, Grammar Time was timetabled 
for all Yr 7- 9 students, focusing on the 
explicit teaching of grammar and reading 
strategies using Humanities content (Yr8-
9).  

This subject has not only built capability 
of students but of staff’s understanding 
of grammar and reading strategies.   
Furthermore, the school looked at ways 
that we could improve writing, spelling and 
reading across all subjects and year levels.  

NAPLAN SBSHS 2018 vs Nation vs QSS:   

SBSHS is above Qld State Schools and 

above or similar to Nation in every area, with 

the exception of Yr 9 Writing (the school 

focus of 2019)
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Five staff members, one per staffroom, 

took on the role of literacy coach for their 
staffroom.  Our literacy coaches support 
staff in embedding whole school strategies 
in every key learning area.   Across the 
school, years 7 – 12, we now have a number 
of whole school strategies including PEEL 
paragraph writing structure, activating 
thinking, writing on demand, reading 
placemats and activating vocabulary.  

In Maths, two numeracy coaches were 
appointed, one to focus on data analysis 
implications, and the other on pedagogy 
and modelling strategies.  All maths 
teachers use a maths activating thinking 
‘warm up activity’ (an open ended question 
designed to illicit simple responses from 
all students while providing the scope 
to extend the thinking of more advanced 
students).  Equally important, the 
allocation of maths teachers as ‘in-class’ 
numeracy support has also supported our 
students.    

SBSHS is now above Qld State Schools 
and above or similar to nation in every 
area of NAPLAN with the exception of Yr 
9 Writing, the school focus for 2019.   In 
addition, English A-C data has consistently 
improved over the last four years with 
an increase in A and B results each year.   
The 2018 School Opinion Survey data 
supported the work that our teachers were 
doing, with 95% of students, 100% of staff 
and 99.2% of parents stating that students 
are getting a good education at SBSHS.    I 
am certainly very proud to be working at 
this school.  

 NAPLAN data 2015 – 2018:  Significant 

improvement since 2015, in particular in 

Reading, Grammar & Punctuation and 

Numeracy

TEACHING AND LEARNING CON’T

Our school community is not only 
about our students and teachers. It 

also includes our environment and YOU.  
Whether it’s through attending monthly 
meetings or volunteering at our school 
activities, we’d love to get to know you 
and your family more. The benefits of 
being involved are multi-faceted - it’s a 

way of giving back to your school 
community, an opportunity to 
connect with other parents/
caregivers and teachers, an 
opportunity to enhance your child’s 
school life and an opportunity to 
know what goes on behind the 
scenes of our great school. Your 
involvement can be as little or as 
much as you would like.

There are many reasons our school 
is so highly regarded and the 
opportunities to help continue that 
excellence are plentiful.

If your interests lie in protecting and 
promoting the environment, we have 
involvement opportunities such as 
tree planting, Black Glossy Cockatoo 
habitat protection, recycling and waste 
management including Containers for 
Change.

P&C
THE P&C CONTINUES TO PLAY AN ACTIVE 
ROLE IN THE SCHOOL’S COMMUNITY 
BUILDING EFFORTS, AND WE ENCOURAGE 
ANY FAMILY MEMBERS WHO HAVEN’T YET 
HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO CONNECT WITH 
US TO REACH OUT.
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SCHOOL AND WIDER COMMUNITY 

If your interests lie in music, we have 
involvement opportunities such as 
performance uniform mending and 
maintenance, stage set up and pack down, 
event night promotion and planning as 
well as fundraising for music tours.   

If your interests lie in sports, we have 
involvement opportunities at all sports 
carnivals including setting up and 
packing away VIP viewing marquee tents 

specifically dedicated for our parent/
caregiver spectating, time keeping and 
record keeping.  If your interests lie in major 
events, we have involvement opportunities 
available at many local events such as the 
Noosa Tri & Noosa Marathon. 

If your interests lie in having a chat and 
meeting others, we have involvement 
opportunities at our monthly meetings, 
helping out on our BBQ and popcorn stalls 
at events such as student conference 
evenings, sporting carnivals and helping 
out with our extremely popular second 
hand uniform sales.

If your interests lie in student development 
the school has opportunities to help with 
reading and mock job interviews.

We are always looking for other ways 

to connect and enhance our school 
community. If you have more ideas on how 
you can contribute, we’d love to hear from 
you. If you’d like more information about 
any of these opportunities or meeting 
dates and times, we’d love to hear from 
you. We look forward to having you join 
Team Sunshine!

Your P&C crew 

DUKE OF
EDINBURGH

FROM THE NOOSA RIVER TO THE GREAT WALL OF CHINA, OUR DUKE 
OF EDINBURGH AWARD STUDENTS CERTAINLY GET OUT AND ABOUT IN 

THEIR LOCAL AND GLOBAL COMMUNITIES. 

This year Charlotte Bannister 
and Hillary Earle both 

travelled to China as part of 
their Gold Award Residential 
Project. 

They spent time at 
our sister school, 
Ouqu Middle 
School, staying 
with a Chinese 
host family, before 
experiencing the 
amazing sights, 
sounds and 
tastes that China has to offer. 
We also took two groups on 
their Adventurous Journeys 

this year. Our Silver Award 
students undertook a three 
day journey up to Harry’s Hut 
by canoe, making the hike 

to the Cooloola Sandpatch 
and camping in the beautiful 
tranquillity of the Noosa River 

biosphere. Our Bronze Award 
students hiked the 24km, 
Two Peaks trail from Mount 
Cooroora to Mt Tinbeerwah, 
through some of Noosa’s 
beautiful National parks 
and forests whilst camping 
overnight at Lake McDonald.  

Many of our participants 
are completing their service 
component of the award in our 
wider community, including 
the Mooloolaba and Noosa 
sports festivals, sporting clubs, 
animal welfare charities and 
aged care facilities. A big thank 
you to our young leaders who 

continue to add to our local 
community.

The Duke of Edinburgh’s 
International Award is open to 
students 14 years and older. 
There are three levels: Bronze, 
Silver and Gold. 

Our next intake will be in 
January 2020 marking our 
fifth successful year of running 
the Award at Sunshine Beach 
High. Contact Sean Lennox or 
Ben Roberts to express interest 
and find out more: slenn29@
eq.edu.au and brobe249@
eq.edu.au.
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A lucky group of this year’s 

International students enjoying 

the sights of Sydney harbour.

INTERNATIONAL
 PROGRAM
THIS YEAR HAS BEEN A PARTICULARLY BUSY YEAR.  WITH A MASSIVE 110 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS ON THE STUDY ABROAD PROGRAM .

Our International visitors have had the opportunity to visit Fraser 
Island, Heron Island, Australia Zoo, Sydney, the Whitsundays 

and the Outback as well as many other Curriculum excursions. 
They had the pleasure of participating in many sporting activities, 
including surfing, chess tournaments, karate competitions, tennis 
and many more.  We also have had nearly 80 exchange and study 
tour students from Japan and Italy visiting this year.

We have had groups from Kobe Noda and Takamatsu, Japan who 
absolutely loved our school and our students. It is always a tearful 
goodbye when they leave. They bring an amazing experience to 
our students who have the chance to either host them in their 
homes or be their buddy here at school.

We also hosted a small group of students and their escorts from 
Cividale, Italy. These students were here for three weeks and had 
an amazing experience. In return, we have three students and 
a teacher travelling to Cividale on December 1 for a four week 
immersion program.

We are looking forward to an even bigger and better year next year 
and we are very proud of our International Program.

SCHOOL AND WIDER COMMUNITY 
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THE INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM AT 
SUNSHINE IS ONE OF THE BIGGEST 
IN OUR REGION AND WE ARE LUCKY 
THAT WE HAVE SUCH A SUPPORTIVE 
SCHOOL, STAFF AND COMMUNITY.
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THE ARTS, HPE AND SPORT

JUNIOR ART

Rebecca Chapman Annabelle Collins

Cassia Reynders Ashlea Barlow Ava Brechbuhl 

Kirra Kendall Linograph Creating Casey Twidle Linograph Creation

Ellery Scott Evar-Jade Champ Moar Tirion Luff Zach Scouropoulos
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SENIOR 
ART

Lucas Robinson Paris Hamacek

Evie Holt

Maisy Ball
Year 11 Botanical Drawings

Leni BrennanMeisha Robinson

Jade Leggett Meisha Robinson

Paris HamacekLucas RobinsonOlivia Wensemius
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THE ARTS, HPE AND SPORT

CERTIFICATE
 ART

Meisha Robinson 

Mia Phillipson 

Ella McDonald

Georgia Younger 

Leeloo Pruy 

Blake Vandersteen

Louisa Broekling

Tiarna Finch Sadie Hardgrave
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SO MUCH HAS BEEN HAPPENING IN THE DANCE 
DEPARTMENT THIS YEAR. SOLE STUDIOS, 
SUPASTARZ DANCE TEAM AND DANCE NIGHT SET 
THE SCENE FOR A HUGE SEMESTER!

Dance students were lucky enough to 
participate in a Hip Hop masterclass 

earlier this year with ex-student 
Sabrina McCarthy.  It was such a great 
experience to have her as our special 
guest to teach the classes.  Sabrina is a 
teacher with Sole Studios and she has 
had extensive experience in performing 
and choreographing in the Hip Hop style 
locally, nationally and internationally. This 
was a wonderful experience for the dance 
students. 

Our Sunshine Beach SupaStarz Dance 
Team have been rehearsing every Monday 
afternoon in preparation for their first 
competition held in July.  We were also lucky 
to have well-respected, internationally 

DANCE      

recognised, contemporary choreographer 
Neridah Matthieu come and share her 
knowledge with our Dance students in 
various choreography workshops. 

Another highlight is our annual Dance 
Night which will be held in late October 
and is bound to be another entertaining 
evening of glitz and glam. Many costumes 
have already arrived in preparation for 
competition and performances throughout 
the year.  Exciting times ahead! 

Greer Stockton

Dance Co-ordinator 
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SUNSHINE BEACH STATE HIGH SCHOOL’S DANCE 
DEPARTMENT HAS TAKEN UP THE OPPORTUNITY 
TO BE PART OF AN EXTENSIVE YOUTH DANCE 
WORK UNDER THE DIRECTION OF LOCAL 
CHOREOGRAPHER MELISSA LANHAM AND HER 
TEAM FROM LJ PROJECTS.

Sunshine Beach State High School’s 
Dance Department has taken up the 

opportunity to be part of an extensive 
youth dance work under the direction of 
local choreographer Melissa Lanham and 
her team from LJ Projects.

Seven dedicated dance students from 
grades 8, 10 and 11 have given up 
afternoons and weekends to be part of this 
large scale dance project entitled Corpus 
Linea.  Mya Jupp, Jorja Monly, Araya 
Hammond, Jess Jarratt, Hannah Douglas, 
Jada Girrard and Isabella Germanos have 
represented Sunshine Beach alongside 
80 other dancers from a variety of schools 
from the Sunshine Coast and Brisbane.  

Sunshine Beach students have thoroughly 
enjoyed the experience.  The process 
perfectly compliments the current dance 
curriculum and will help the girls when 
they undertake their own choreographic 
works.  “I have really enjoyed working with 

Sunshine Beach students from 
different year levels,” said Jada.

“The movement is really different from 
anything I have learnt before, so it has 
been a great experience,” explained 
Araya.  “I’m looking forward to 
performing outside with professional 
lighting.  I’ve never done anything like 
that before,” admitted Hannah.

Corpus Linea explores the concept 
of body language and the way we 

rely on interpretations of movement 
to understand people in a variety of 
contexts.  The choreography has been 
developed by exaggerating pedestrian 
movement and manipulating the 
way we move when we sit at a table 
and chairs.  The result is a creative 
and unpredictable work that will be 
performed under the stars at the 
Montessori Gardens.  

 Dance Teacher

Erika Jackson

CORPUS LINEA
 DANCE

THE ARTS, HPE AND SPORT
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DRAMA AND
MUSICALS  

Year 7-9 DRAMA

Drama students at Sunshine Beach have undertaken a range 
of performance experiences both inside and outside of the 

classroom during semester one.

Year 7 students dived in at the deep end, exploring the dramatic 
form of improvisation and having a lot of fun along the way. 
This junior introduction to the performing arts aims to build 
students’ ability to collaborate with their peers, as well as learn 
the essentials of stagecraft and performance techniques. Voice 
projection, movement styles and dramatic tension were developed 
across the semester as students wrote and devised their own 
monologues and soliloquys. With a term by term course, all year 7 
students across the cohort will have an opportunity to play, devise 
and collaborate in Drama during 2019. 

Year 9 is the first opportunity for students to elect to study the 
performing arts, and Year 9 Drama proved to be a successful and 
engaging first semester. Improvisation is tied together with the 
study of Commedia Dell’Arte and students relished the opportunity 
to put their comedic funny bones to the test! Second term saw 
students delve into the world of Verbatim Theatre, performing the 
Australian play Aftershocks .

Year 10 and 11 DRAMA 

Students in Year 10 and 11 have focused on storytelling and 
realism this semester, highlighted in creating dramatic 

concepts, script treatments, analysis of live theatre, and of course 
performance.

Outside of the classroom, senior students at Sunshine Beach 
were offered the chance to view Death of a Salesman at QPAC, 
with a group of 30 students making the trip to Brisbane late in 
term 1. Realism, and the performance skills associated with the 
style, were powerfully presented throughout the professional 
production, and how they fit an entire house on stage will forever 
amaze the kids. 

Engagement with professional performances allow students to 
witness not only the power of the theatre, but the possibilities 
that life on and off stage can present through the study of the arts. 
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Students of Drama will have many more opportunities to engage 
with the subject throughout 2019, as well as experience the arts 
outside of the classroom. We look forward to another trip to QPAC 
to see Le’Apartement in term 3. 

GREASE 2020

This is the news many of you have been waiting for! Yes, Sunshine 
Beach State High School is doing a MUSICAL in 2020!!! 

It’s been 12 years since SBSHS has done a musical. Let’s put that 
in context. The last time Sunshine Beach SHS had a musical, Kevin 
Rudd was our Prime Minister (that’s 5 Prime Ministers ago), Obama 
was President, the first iPhone had only recently been released, 
we were facing the Global Financial Crisis, our government 
apologised for the Stolen Generations, the Olympics hit Beijing 
(3 Olympic games ago), we lost Heath Ledger, and Britney Spears 
was in meltdown. That seems like a long time between drinks! We 
are very excited to announce that in May next year, we will rewrite 
the history books, and re-launch our Musical tenure!

If you have been living under a rock, here is what you can look 
forward to!

Synopsis: Here is Rydell High’s senior class of 1959: duck-tailed, 
hot-rodding “Burger Palace Boys” and their gum-snapping, hip-
shaking “Pink Ladies” in bobby sox and pedal pushers, evoking 
the look and sound of the 1950’s in this rollicking musical. Head 
“greaser” Danny Zuko and new (good) girl Sandy Dumbrowski try 
to relive the high romance of their “Summer Nights” as the rest of 
the gang sings and dances its way through such songs as “Greased 
Lightnin’”, “It’s Raining On Prom Night”, “Alone At The Drive-In 
Movie” while recalling the music of Buddy Holly, Little Richard and 
Elvis Presley that became the soundtrack of a generation.

An 8-year run on Broadway and two subsequent revivals along 
with innumerable school and community productions place 
Grease among the world’s most popular musicals. Grease the 
musical premiered on Broadway in 1972 and played for 3388 
performances becoming the longest running musical at the time 
and has triumphed throughout the world ever since. In 1978 
Grease went on to become a hugely successful film, starring John 
Travolta and Olivia Newtown-John.

Auditions will be held in the first couple of weeks of term 4, giving 
students the September holidays to rehearse their scripts. There 
will be a meeting in the final weeks of term 3 for more information 
and for students to receive their audition materials! GET EXCITED!

THE ARTS, HPE AND SPORT

DRAMA AND MUSICALS CON’T
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THE MUSIC EXCELLENCE PROGRAM AT SUNSHINE BEACH IS A BUSY AND 
VIBRANT PLACE.   WITH ALMOST 250 STUDENTS INVOLVED IN THE PROGRAM, 
AND 13 PERMANENT ENSEMBLES REHEARSING EACH WEEK, THERE IS ALWAYS 
SOMETHING HAPPENING IN THE MUSIC BLOCK!   

Currently, the music block is undergoing a transformation which 
will see us enjoying a new dedicated rehearsal space (which 

will avoid the twice daily packing and unpacking of chairs, desks 
and equipment), a new classroom and, perhaps most importantly, 
more storage.  During the build we are working in only half the 
normal amount of space however the temporary inconvenience 
will pay off in the long run!

It is enchanting each year to see the new students at their first 
performance – they are so excited to be in their music performance 
uniforms.  Our first performance this year was the year 6 parent 
information night in March where the Junior String Ensemble and 
the Junior Choir showed the prospective students and parents 
what can be achieved in only a few weeks.   

The String Orchestra and the Supertonics vocal group performed 
at the WINDO concert at The J in term 1 to rave reviews (and some 
standing ovations…) and in term 2 the Soundwaves choir and the 
Junior Choir competed in Education Queensland’s Choral Fanfare 
competition.  This biennial festival is open to all state schools, 
primary and secondary, across the state.  

Both groups sang well on the day, with Junior Choir gaining a silver 
award, and The Soundwaves gaining a gold award (with some very 
challenging repertoire!).  

The Soundwaves were chosen to compete at the regional finals 
where they again dazzled the adjudicators, winning the award for 
‘Best Performing Choir’.  Well done to Ms Ellis, Ms Bradshaw and 
all the choral students!

MUSIC      

Music tour group
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The major focus for our ensembles this semester has been 
preparing for our biennial music tour.  In the final week of 
semester 1, 92 students, one brave parent and five teachers 
travelled to Rockhampton for five days, performing to a range of 
appreciative audiences.  In addition to the five performances, the 
students enjoyed a variety of fun and social activities including 
ten-pin bowling, laser tag, a cave tour, and a night at the rodeo.  

The highlight of the trip was our annual theme night, “Decades”, 
organised by the music captains. It was a fun night with all the 
students and teachers dressed up as characters from various 
decades from the past century.

We now look forward to a frantic second semester, kicking off with 
the eisteddfod in week 3.

Soundwaves and junior choir at 

Choral Fanfare

Music tour theme night

THE ARTS, HPE AND SPORT
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Supertonics at WINDO concert

Music Tour group 



24  |  SHINER - SUNSHINE BEACH HIGH | SEMESTER 1, 2019

A GREAT DAY OF COMRADERY; THE BOYS 
AND GIRLS ALL SUPPORTED EACH OTHER BY 
CHEERING ALONG AT EACH GAME. 

Senior Competition 

The boys played hard and 
succeeded by working as a 
team. Thanks to those club and 
non-club players who put in 
100%. 

The girls made it to the finals, 
losing in the semi-finals to 
Good Shepherd by 1 point. 

All girls gave it their all and 
had a fantastic day of fun and 
focus. Well done girls we are 
proud of you!!

Junior Competition 

Juniors had a fabulous day too, 
the boys made it all the way to 
the finals, competing against 
some tough teams. The girls 
had a fun day encouraging 
each other and playing to the 
best of their ability. 

Over 90 AFL students from 
Sunshine Beach State High 
School competed over two days 
representing our school; this 
would not have been possible 
without the efforts of Ms Hill 
and the team of dedicated 
coaches – Ms Kazako, Mr 
Knight and Mr Dudley. 

AFL
SCHOOLS COMPETITION

THE ARTS, HPE AND SPORT

Junior Girls

Senior Girls

Seniors 2019 Qld Cup

AFLX

Games have commenced and 

it is great to see some young 

enthusiastic players getting in to 

the exciting game of AFLX. 
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SCHOOL CROSS  
 COUNTRY
THE SCHOOL CARNIVAL WAS HELD THIS YEAR ON THE LAST DAY OF 
TERM 1. WE HAD PERFECT WEATHER FOR A FUN DAY OF RACING AND 
ENJOYING THE GREAT OUTDOORS. 

The carnival was won by Waimea, second was Mundaka, 
third was Banzai and fourth was Uluwatu. 

Age Champions

12 Girls  Stella Scudamore

12 Boys  Kyroan O’Donnell

13 Girls  Lexi Ladd

13 Boys  Flynn Roberts

14 Girls  Ella Keenan

14 Boys  Will Graham

15 Girls  Gemma Smith-Welsh

15 Boys  Dane Larsen

16 Girls  Lilah Risson

16 Boys Charlie Ciavarella

17 Girls  Zania McCarthy

17 Boys Jackson Schultz

District Cross Country 

Sunshine Beach SHS students attended the District Cross 
Country trials in term 2 at the new venue, the Big Pineapple, 
Nambour. Students really loved the new course, as it was 
tough and challenging with lots of hills. Sunshine Beach 
finished in third place overall behind St John’s and St 
Teresa’s. 

Our place getters:
 
13 Yrs  Lucy Tondrow 3rd

14 Yrs  Ella Keenan 1st

15 Yrs  Dane Larsen 1st 

 Gemma Smith Welsh 2nd 

 Armin Stana 3rd

17 Yrs  Zania McCarthy 2nd



INTERSCHOOL
 SPORT
AT THE YEAR 8 INTERSCHOOL SPORT CARNIVAL, SUNSHINE SHARKS WON 
THREE OF THE EIGHT FINALS AND OVERALL CHAMPION SCHOOL.  OUR 
CHAMPION TEAMS WERE GIRLS BASKETBALL, GIRLS SOCCER AND BOYS 
SOCCER.

THE ARTS, HPE AND SPORT
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2019 HAS BEEN A VERY POSITIVE AND SUCCESSFUL YEAR 
FOR OUR NETBALLS TEAMS.

NETBALL      

The year started with six teams entering the 
Sunshine Coast school netball competition with 

three teams making it all the way to the grand final!

The girls also had a very successful Sunshine 
Coast regional secondary schools indoor netball 
competition. We entered three teams with all three 
making it to their respective grand finals with the 
13s and 15s taking convincing victories and best 
on court performances. The girls have been invited 
to the Secondary Schools’ State Indoor Netball 
Championships to be held on the Gold Coast in July. 
Good luck girls!

The Vicki Wilson cup was also another chance for 
our girls to show their skills against some talented 
oppositions. Our junior/intermediate team came 
away with seven wins from eight games, marginally 
missing out on a finals spot.

The girls should be very proud of themselves this year 
and it was a pleasure to see so many new friendships 
come out of each of our carnivals.

RIDE2SCHOOL     
DAY Students travelled 

some really long 
distances on foot, 
by bike, scooter or 
skateboard to be a part 
of Ride2School Day on 
March 22. 

Students who attended 
the free breakfast had 
the opportunity to win 
some instant prizes 
thanks to donations 
from Venture Cycles, 
Trilogy Cycles and the 
Noosa Council. Thanks 
to Pardons, Noosa 

Junction for providing 
the fruit for our healthy 
breakfast. Finally a 
huge thanks to all of 
the students who made 
an effort to be a part 
of Ride2School Day. 
Hopefully students 
and staff enjoyed the 
journey and will make 
walking, skating, 
scootering and/or 
cycling part of your 
regular day to day 
activity for your long 
term health and that of 
the planet too!

IT WAS FABULOUS TO SEE SO MANY STUDENTS 
AND STAFF FROM SUNSHINE BEACH STATE 
HIGH SCHOOL GETTING INTO THE SPIRIT OF 
RIDE2SCHOOL DAY THIS YEAR.  
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YEAR 7 AND 8
Year 7 and 8 surfers in the Junior Development Surfing Program 
have been up at dawn and spending time training at Hang Gliders, 
Sunrise Beach on Tuesday mornings. Lately they have been 
working on completing their turns, finishing waves in the recovery 
position. Well done to those students who made it to the districts, 
regionals and state titles this term!  Photo thanks to Rebecca 
Coleman.

SURFING

YEAR 9 AND 10
What an amazing year of Surfing Excellence at SBSHS. The level 
of junior surfing has gone through the roof and SBSHS surfers are 
at the forefront of this movement. We had another ultra-successful 
high performance team camp to the Gold Coast and Surfing 
Australia HPC. Surfers watched the like of Kelly Slater compete 
in his last Quiksilver pro on the Gold Coast, watching the world’s 
best perform sets the bar of performance for our aspiring surfers.

School, District & Regional Team trials have been run and won and 
we are well represented at the upcoming State titles.

Congratulations to Ben Lorentson, Coco Cairns, and Lil Bowrey 
who will compete at the state titles at North Stradbroke Island 
next term. 

YEAR 11 AND 12

The surfing class has been 
working exceptionally hard 
not just in the surf but in the 
classroom as they completed 
their Certificate II in Sports 
Coaching. This year they also 
had to say farewell to an amazing 
teacher, coach and mentor Mr 
Scott. He has taken leave from 
the school and the surfing 
program to live in Vancouver with 
his family. Mr Scott will be missed 
but we thank him for all the work 
and growth he has managed for 
the surfing program.

Also, congratulations to students  
Ellia Smith, Gia Lorentson, Kody 
Haddow and Ethan Trottman 
for making the regional team 
to compete at the State School 
competition in August.
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WOW! WHAT A CARNIVAL AND WHAT AN AMAZING HOUSE SPIRIT WE 
WITNESSED AT THIS YEAR’S SWIMMING CARNIVAL. THERE WAS OUTSTANDING 
PARTICIPATION IN ALL EVENTS, WHETHER THEY WERE CHAMPIONSHIP, 
ENTHUSIAST OR NOVELTY RACES THROUGHOUT THE DAY. 

SWIMMING 
CARNIVAL

Congratulations to Mundaka 
for winning the house 

spirit competition again…. Less 
than 50 points separated three 
houses and the lead changed 
several times throughout the 
day. Age champions were 
spread across the houses 
and 16 new records were set. 
Thanks so much to the P&C for 
providing the BBQ and the VIP 
Lounge for parents; it was great 
to see so many family members 
attending and supporting our 
students.

Waimea 1776 1st
Banzai 1517 2nd
Uluwatu 1510 3rd
Mundaka 1440 4th

Swimming Age Champions 2019
Age Gender     Competitor House Total Points 
12 Boys Rechtin, Oscar Uluwatu 46 
12 Girls D’Brass, Coco Banzai 48 
13 Boys Wilson, Dylan Waimea 42 
13 Girls Honeysett, Tora Mundaka 42 
14 Boys Ryan, Taj Banzai 48 
14 Girls Plunkett, Cara Waimea 48 
15 Boys Auty, Tom Uluwatu 48 
15 Girls Rowe-Hagans, Chloe Mundaka 44 
16 Boys Carrel, Kilian Banzai 46 
16 Girls Pierce, Savann Waimea 24 
17 & O Boys Thorley, Bill Banzai 48 
17 & O Girls Smith, Imy Waimea 44 
17 & O Girls Scott, Chenoa Banzai 44 

School Swimming

District Swimming

Congratulations to all of our amazing students who contributed 
to Sunshine Beach SHS winning the Girls, Boys and Overall 

Schools trophy at the North District Swimming Carnival on 
Wednesday 20th February. Sunshine Beach only had a small 
contingent of swimmers, but they all dug in deep and made sure 
we had a swimmer in nearly every race which meant that we were 
able to defeat both St John’s 2nd,  St Teresa’s 3rd and Noosa 
District who finished a close 4th.

Our age champions included:
12 Girls  Coco D’Brass
14 Boys  Taj Ryan 
15 Girls   Chloe Rowehagans
16 Boys   Killian Carrel
Open Girls  Imy Smith and Chenoa Scott (Tie) 

THE ARTS, HPE AND SPORT
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TABLE    
TENNIS

SUNSHINE BEACH SHS STUDENTS TRAVELLED TO BRISBANE FOR A REGIONAL 
SCHOOL’S TABLE TENNIS COMPETITION. 

Year 7 boys George and Oscar played well and had some tight 
matches, which they were able to win and as a result won the 

Hopes Division.  

The Year 9 girls placed first and second in the junior division. The 
girls Lilly and Sophie played against the boys in the junior section 
and had one win against them. 

All of the students had a wonderful time and are keen to compete 
at the State Championships. Thanks to Mr Upston for all of your 
support and Roger Weller from the Noosa Table Tennis Association 
for your expert coaching assistance.

SBSHS Table Tennis Team - Post 

Presentations

Oscar and George with medals
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EARLY
 CHILDHOOD
EARLY CHILDHOOD AND CERTIFICATE III IN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 
AND CARE

TECHNOLOGY

The students have been busy 

working toward their Certificate 

III in Childcare by working 

in the wider community and 

supporting early childcare 

centres.

This year students have participated in many activities both at 
school and at the local primary schools. We have a wonderful 

partnership with the local day care centres and primary schools in 
the local community.  Working closely with these centres allows 
students to develop an understanding and connection with the 
children and carers in our community. 

This year we have participated in the National Simultaneous 
Storytime with students reading and creating activities around 
the book Alpaca with Maracas by Matt Cosgrove. Students were 
so warmly welcomed that we returned to present our felt board 
stories.
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FASHION
FASHION STUDENTS HAVE NOT ONLY DESIGNED THESE STUNNING OUTFITS, 
THEY HAVE HAD THE THRILL OF WALKING DOWN THE CATWALK TOO!

 Sunshine Beach fashion students were invited 

to showcase some of their designs at the Morphe 

Noosa fundraiser event held at the Noosa Regional 

Gallery.

Represented here is a combination of Year 10, 11 and 

12 students’ work.
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MATHEMATICS
THIS YEAR HAS BEEN INCREDIBLE SO FAR IN THE MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT. 
WE WELCOMED TWO NEW STAFF MEMBERS TO THE DEPARTMENT WHO HAVE 
A WEALTH OF EXPERIENCE IN JUNIOR SECONDARY AND WELCOMED TWO 
STAFF MEMBERS BACK FROM EXTENDED LEAVE.

MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE

With the introduction of the new Senior Syllabuses in 2019 
our assessment across all year levels has been revamped to 

align closely with the new Senior Syllabus assessment. From 2019 
the senior subjects will no longer have the titles Mathematics A, 
Mathematics B, Mathematics C and Prevocational Mathematics. 
They will be referred to as General Mathematics, Mathematical 
Methods, Specialist Mathematics and Essential Mathematics 
respectively. In semester 2, 2019 Year 10 Mathematics students 
will select either General Mathematics or Mathematical Methods. 
Year 10 students can also elect to do Specialist Mathematics 
provided they do Mathematical Methods.

Our extension programs in Junior Secondary Mathematics 
have continued to offer opportunities for many of our strongest 
students to fully immerse themselves in high level academic 
study. Our strategies for teaching Mathematics continue to evolve 
providing the teachers with greater skills to engage our students 
through different activities that cater for different learning styles 
and abilities. Investigating scale factor using model kits can be 
seen in the photos 

Maths lessons are no longer driven by textbooks. They are 
interesting, challenging, fun, relevant and engaging while also 
providing opportunities for every student to develop and think 
mathematically. Students in Year 8 last term had an assignment 
where they had to design a single hole for a “Mini Golf Course”. 
The photos below show the designs coming to life.  After school 
tutorials provide another avenue for students to  develop their 
mathematical skill. Our numbers at both senior and junior 
tutorials continue to grow.

Semester 2 offers both national and local mathematics 
competitions giving us a chance to showcase the talents of our 
students. Stay tuned to be a part of our school teams and enjoy 
their success.

Senior Tutorials: Tuesday/Wednesday 1:40 – 3:00pm in the 
Resource Centre

Junior Tutorials: Thursday 3:00 – 4:00pm in C001/C009

Linking scale factor to models

Investigating scale factor using 

model kits
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SCIENCE AND
MARINE

STUDENTS FROM ALL YEAR LEVELS HAVE BEEN ENGAGED IN A DIVERSE RANGE 
OF SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATIONS, RESEARCH PROJECTS AND FIELD TRIPS IN ALL 
FIVE FIELDS OF SCIENCE: BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY, PHYSICS, MARINE AND EARTH 

AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE.

Students have also been involved in the development of the 
aquaponics system that integrates the existing Aquaculture 

fish farming system with hydroponics.  The system will be used 
by a number of year levels to understand the science behind the 
challenge of providing food for the future while being efficient 
in our use of energy and water.  In Year 7 we have also seen the 
participation in the Thinking Science Project that aims to develop 
students’ cognitive skills through 30 collaborative challenging 
lessons that run over two years.  Crest and Junior Crest students 
have also gained valuable higher order experiences such as the 
University of Sunshine Coast’s STEM challenge day.  The Year 8 
Pipeline program also provided hands on learning with drones and 
food based chemistry.  

As we head into Semester 2 we have a large cohort of Year 10 
students selecting preparatory sciences leading into the senior 
courses.  The interest in science as a career option is evident from 
the large cohort of students selecting these pathways. 

Year 12 University of Queensland Research Station 
Science Expedition 2019: Heron Island

Once again this proved to be a highly worthwhile trip for over 110 
senior students from Biology, Marine Science, Geography and 
international students.   Our students did our school proud with 
their work ethic, maturity and behaviour. Once again the quality of 
our student research was the topic of conversation among the UQ 
Heron Island Research Station staff.  Students were supported by 
brilliant Sunshine Beach staff both in collection of research data 
for their investigations as well as leading boat dives and reef walks.  
Many of the investigations involved lab skills such as plankton 
analysis, micro-plastics, soil testing and sand size analysis.  

Students were overall very impressed with the state of the reef and 
abundance of marine life in this unique national park.  This year 
the Year 11 cohort will be heading to Heron Island in week 5, term 
4 to collect data for the Reef Ecology Unit of their senior program.  
Students are advised to bring back permission forms and organise 
payment during term 3 to secure their place on this excursion.
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Noosa National Park Year 8 Geology Excursion

Our entire cohort of Year 8 scientists participated in a geology 
excursion to Noosa National Park.  Students investigated the 
various geological processes evident from the Boiling Pot to 
Granite Bay.

Science Club Fires Up with our Junior Scientists

Mr Burton’s Science Club is on every Wednesday afternoon in B03 
between 2:50 – 4:00pm to inspire our youngest and brightest.   
Each week, students work on an activity to enhance their scientific 
skills and minds. Some students prefer to work on homework/
assignment tasks where Mr Burton provides one-on-one support. 

Champion School in University of Sunshine Coast’s 
STEM Challenge Days 

A team of 30 Year 7 students were awarded Champion School 
and the Year 9 & 10 science students won four divisions of their 
challenges in the annual Science and Engineering Challenge at 
USC. These were conducted over two days with various STEM 
Challenges designed to provide students with a positive experience 
of science and engineering at the University of the Sunshine 
Coast.  Led by science teachers Mr J Burton and Mr Kent, students 
completed numerous tasks such as the catapult challenge and the 
confounding communication challenge.

Earth and Environmental Science

What does Boiling Pot at Noosa National Park and old growth 
rainforest in Maleny have in common? 

Answer: the new senior Earth and Environmental Science syllabus!

A brave bunch of environmentally conscious Year 11 students have 
been embarking on a new journey of Earth and Environmental 
Science this year, learning about a range of topics related to our 
blue planet. From earthquakes to greenhouse gases, and mass 
extinctions to current biodiversity, these students have been 
experiencing the subject through educational field studies, case 
studies and experiments. Students are also super excited for 
Heron Island in term 4.  This next generation has one thing in 
common: a bright future in contributing to the future of this earth!

Power Boating and Sailing

As part of our senior Marine Science subject, students are given 
thorough training in powerboat handling and sailing. Our Marine 
department has four aluminum powerboats and a rigid inflatable 
center console. Our teachers are accredited to issue Boat Safe 
licenses and students are tested at the end of Year 11.

MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE

Can you spot the students in their 

natural habitats?
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ENGLISH
2019 HAS BEEN A BUSY YEAR SO FAR IN ENGLISH. ALL STUDENTS 

HAVE BEEN ENGAGED IN IMMERSING THEMSELVES IN THE WORLD 
OF LITERATURE, REFINING THEIR LITERACY SKILLS AND DEEPENING 

THEIR APPRECIATION FOR THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. 

This year has been the first year for our new Literature course 
in Year 10 (Prep) and 11 (General), which has been received 

overwhelmingly by our students. 

Year 8 students had the privilege to listen to guest speaker and 
Gubbi Gubbi man Lyndon Davis, who shared his knowledge on the 
local Indigenous history and culture. This presentation was a part 
of their Indigenous Perspectives unit in term 1. 

Year 9 students are currently participating in the Novel Project 
where they are challenged to read as many novels as possible and 
discover what makes reading so valuable. This will culminate later 
this year where they will create an engaging presentation to their 
peers on the value of literature. This learning experience has also 
allowed Year 10 English students to visit Year 9 classes and share 
their passion for reading, inspiring their peers on how to tackle 
this task.

ENGLISH AND HUMANITIES

YEAR 9 STUDENTS ARE CURRENTLY 
PARTICIPATING IN A NOVEL PROJECT 

WHERE THEY ARE CHALLENGED 
TO READ AS MANY NOVELS AS 

POSSIBLE.

Year 8 students Trinity 

Leerentveld, Grace Upston, 

Marjorie Stockton and Callan 

Paul with Richard Yaxley.
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Reader’s Cup

The annual Readers’ Cup occurred this year and again our 
students instilled our school’s great reputation of “Quality in All 
We Do”. Year 8 students Trinity Leerentveld, Callan Paul, Marjorie 
Stockton and Grace Upston represented Sunshine Beach and won 
the regional tournament with a nail biting finish.  

This round came down to a tie-breaker in the final and they won 
by one point. They were awarded the trophy by Young Adult Author 
and Queensland Award Winner Richard Yaxley (This is My Song, 
Homecoming).  The team will now compete at the state finals in 
September during the Queensland Writers Festival in Brisbane. 
Good luck students!

Lions Youth of the Year

A very successful Lions competition was held this year with 
excellent representation from Sunshine in our intra-school heat. 
All spoke passionately about topics close to their hearts. It was 
a close competition, but Year 12 student Meg Henry was chosen 
to progress to the zone competition. She was a great ambassador 
for our school demonstrating her outstanding leadership and 
presentation skills. 

Year 9 Primary School Visit

As part of our Year 9 Novel Project, a group of students visited 
Sunshine Beach State School to read to Prep students, promoting 
reading for all ages. The young learners were eager to listen to our 
students read to their favourite stories and then show their own 
skills by reading to our students. 

The high school students absolutely loved having the opportunity 
to read to Preppies! From both sides of the education field, 
students came away with a sense of pride and excitement for the 
experience. This excursion was a great community connection for 
the students to learn how important reading is, no matter the age. 

Modelled reading to a group of very enthusiastic primary 

school children.

Creative Writing Group

Year 7 writing extension students have been working after 
school each Monday afternoon to improve their persuasive 
and creative writing skills.  Having successfully completed the 
IMPACT Learning online collaborative program Just Write in 
term 1, students are now discovering how successful writers 
create ideas and expand on those ideas to appeal to their 
audience.  Students practise planning and editing their work 
as well as gaining experience and confidence with writing to 
an audience.

Catherine Seaniger    Head of Department (Acting)

ENGLISH AND HUMANITIES
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