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ADMINISTRATION AND COMMUNITY

A CELEBRATION OF 
THE GREAT

P R I N C I P A L ’ S  R E P O R T

“Life doesn’t get easier or more forgiving, we get stronger and more 
resilient.” - Steve Maraboli; Life, the Truth, and Being Free

This quote could not be truer for the times that we 
have encountered over the last few months.   Our 

capacity to be resilient, flexible and understanding have 
been tested, but as a community I believe we have 
triumphed.

The introduction of learning from home meant that as 
a community we all had to work together to ensure that 
our young people stayed engaged in formal education.

The efforts of our teachers to develop interactive 
online lessons as well as other learning resources has 
enabled our students to continue to move forward with 
their learning and continue to succeed in achieving 
their goals.   But this has only been possible through 
the active support of our parents, grandparents and 
caregivers who have worked with their children to 
encourage, cajole, assist and provide an environment 
where formal education can continue.

I have been truly amazed at the rate at which our 
teachers altered their method of delivery, developed 
technology skills and were able to engage their 
students.   

Equally, the way in which our students have taken 
to engaging with the technology and working with 
their teachers to continue their learning has been 
outstanding.

This year, with all that has occurred, it is important to 
remember all the great achievements and events that 
we have been part of.

We opened our new Junior Secondary building and 
the extension to our new music block.   The Governor 
of Queensland His Excellency, The Honourable Paul de 

Jersey and his wife Mrs de Jersey chose our school to 
visit during his tour of Noosa.

We had twelve of our students receive scholarships 
from Noosa Chances so that they have an opportunity 
to continue to pursue their dreams.

Our student school leadership group took on a new 
look and renewed passion for achievement this year, 
working hard to contribute to our community and make 
a difference for the students of Sunshine Beach State 
High School.

Shiner is a celebration of the great that happens within 
our school, Sunshine Beach State High School.   The 
current times have re-iterated to me that our school is 
more than the 
actual campus.   
It is the entire 
community.   

It is a 
community 
working together 
to overcome all 
obstacles and 
work towards 
success - “It’s 
amazing how a 
little tomorrow 
can make up 
for a whole lot 
of yesterday” 
John Guare, 
Landscape of the 
Body.

GRANT WILLIAMS
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A VERY BIG CHANGE 
FOR EDUCATION

D E P U T Y ’ S  R E P O R T

2019, like all years at Sunshine Beach State High School,  has been full 
of wonderful achievements and milestones.  Our graduating class of 
2019 are no exception and worked extremely hard to achieve their 

outstanding results.  

PAUL FITZGERALD

Semester 1 2020 has been in a very strange one of 
unusual achievements and ways of learning at 

Sunshine Beach State High School.  Students and staff 
alike have all being working very hard to adapt to the 
changing landscape of education in 2020.  Students 
and teachers have adapted and developed new skills in 
technology and online learning.  I do wish to commend 
both staff and students alike for their outstanding work 
during the learning from home period and it certainly 
made many students appreciate school more.

The graduates of 2019 continued the tradition at 
this school by being amongst the highest performing 
schools on the Sunshine Coast.  100% of students 
achieved the Queensland Certificate of Education and 
89% of OP eligible students achieved an OP 1-15.  These 

outstanding results 
equate to high 
quality certification 
and qualifications 
to transition into the 
world of work and 
study.

This year we 
welcome the new 
QCE and senior 
school system for 
Year 12 students.  
This is of course a 
very big change 
for education in 
Queensland but 
Sunshine Beach has 
been planning this 
for a long time.  The 

new assessments 
have changed the 
plans of teachers 
and students but 
both have shown 
resilience to push 
through these to 
ensure they are 
well placed for the 
remainder of the 
year.  Students are 
being prepared for 
their final external 
exams through 
in-class work as 
well as planned 
trial external exams 
next term.

Students in Year 12 will shortly begin their final stage 
of planning for the next stage of their lives as they 
exit school.  QTAC will open shortly and students can 
apply to enter University or TAFE institutions, school-
based apprenticeships will become full time and many 
students will seek full time work.  

To ensure successful transitions students will enter the 
final phase of our steps program, the “step out” program 
with our goal of seeing 100% of students in full time 
training or employment in 2021.

My final words are to commend both staff and 
students alike for their outstanding work during the 
learning from home period.  School was a very strange, 
lonely and quiet place without students and we are very 
glad to see them back.  
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ADMINISTRATION AND COMMUNITY

M I D D L E  S C H O O L  D E P U T Y ’ S  R E P O R T 

Finally, school is back to “business as usual”…in 
fact, schooling, education and how we conduct our 

everyday lives has and changed...

But it was wonderful to see the positive responses of 
students and staff as they re -established relationships 
and engaged in the classroom.

Now is also a good opportunity to form new study 
habits and routines to aide in establishing achievement 
goals… this will require for some a change in mindsets, 
and the opportunity to demonstrate adjustments in 
attitude, application and determination in learning.

I would like to refer to Andrew Fuller (a clinical 
psychologist, who has worked with 
many schools and communities 
around Australia, specialising in 
the wellbeing of young people and 
their families) and three tips that 
resonated in these times.

1.    Build positive relationships with 
everyone you know

Parents, teachers, friends, everyone! One of the ways of 
reducing your stress levels is to set out to have as many 
positive friendships this year as you can.

2.    Challenge yourself

You are much, much smarter than you know.  If you 
practice doing your best in life you will succeed because 
very few people ever practice doing their best.   To do 
your best you have to get out of the habit of predicting 
that things won’t go well for you.  If you look for what’s 
going to go wrong, you will always find it.  If you look for 
what works, life just gets a lot easier.

3.    Prepare yourself for learning

Thinking positive isn’t enough for successfully achieving 
goals.  Implement ways to reduce distractions, at least 
for a few hours at a time or else learning will become a 
frustrating experience.

As always, you as parents and carers play a critical 
role in the support and guidance of your sons and 
daughters.   If you have any concerns, please contact 
myself or the numerous support services at school.

CHRIS ROBINSON

J U N I O R  S E C O N D A R Y  D E P U T Y ’ S  R E P O R T

KIM BECKINSALE (ACTING)

Welcome to our first edition of Shiner for 2020 – I 
would like to personally thank Mr Mannion for 

compiling such a quality publication and Ms Bath 
for working behind the scenes to ensure that we 
captured some extra special photographs throughout 
the semester.  It has certainly been a very interesting 
semester for our school managing learning online for 
the first 5 weeks of term 2 due to COVID-19.  

I would like to congratulate all of our Junior Secondary 
School students and their families for the way in 
which they have managed themselves during these 
challenging times and quickly adapted to this new 
way of learning.  Of course, we enjoyed welcoming 
the students back to school and celebrated with cake 
over at the Junior Secondary lawn and it was a great 
opportunity for students to reunite with Mr Los – Year 7 
Head of Year.  

The beginning of the school year was the official 
opening of I Block our first multilevel building at Sunshine 
Beach High.  Year 7 students have most of their classes 
in this amazing learning space and had the opportunity 
to experience learning in team teaching environments in 
Maths, Science, English and Humanities.  

The Year 7 Team Building Day was one event that did 
go ahead in term 1 this year.  It was a wonderful feeling 
walking towards the Year 7 team building day activities 
and to hear the shrills of excitement coming from 
students as they reached the top of the climbing wall, 

their team won the Tug’o’War, 
they hit their teacher with a 
catapulted wet sponge or 
they were just having fun with 
classmates! A massive thank 
you to Mr Los, Mrs Kearney 
and the Year 7 teachers for 
supporting the students 
all day.  A special thanks 
to our activity leaders – Mr 
Jamieson, Ms Hill - Year 8 
Head of Year, Mrs Jackson 
and Mr Patterson.

Congratulations to the Year 
8 students who were selected 
to participate the “Academic Pipeline Program”.  We 
look forward to providing these students with STEAM 
learning experiences (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Arts and Mathematics) during semester 2.  This explicitly 
designed program follows on from our Young Crest 
(Years 4, 5 and 6) and Crest (Year 7) programs that 
were established at SBSHS 4 years ago, and have 
gained significant momentum and reputation in our 
community.

Wishing our students and families a successful 
semester 2 we look forward to celebrating further 
achievements with you in our final edition of Shiner, 
released at the end of year.
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T E A C H I N G  A N D  L E A R N I N G  D E P U T Y ’ S  R E P O R T 

HELEN LEYDEN

Once again, writing is one of our school key 
improvement priorities for 2020.   During term 

one, all staff had the opportunity to observe our 2020 
‘Writing on Demand’ strategy in action, demonstrated 
by our Literacy Coaches and Heads of Departments.    

These 
‘instructional 
rounds’ ensure that 
across the school 
in every faculty, 
teachers have 
consistency in the 
way that we deliver 
the Writing on 
Demand strategy 
to students.    

Our Writing on Demand process is designed to be 
inclusive, through processes such as collaboration and 
three levels of questioning.    Throughout semester 2 all 

staff will demonstrate our Writing on Demand strategy, 
perfect for our senior students who will be about to 
embark on their first external exams.   Term 2 2020 will 
always be a term like no other.    Both staff and students 
embarked on a learning journey together, navigating 
online learning platforms (new to most staff and 
student), internet outages, 
collaborative learning 
lessons, and isolation from 
each other.    

I am very proud of all of 
the Sunshine Beach school 
community (staff, parents 
and students) who have 
demonstrated resilience, 
determination, and a 
growth mindset through 
these interesting weeks.   It 
is great to have our whole 
school back together.    
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S C H O O L  L E A D E R S H I P  T E A M

Senior School Captains

When we were selected as School Captains for 2020, 
we had many aspirations.  We aimed to inspire 

and motivate action as part of being great leaders.  Of 
course, the COVID-19 pandemic challenged our abilities 
to be great leaders as our traditional ideas of leadership 
action were events and gatherings.  A blessing in 
disguise was this challenge as our leadership strategies 
have progressed and transformed beyond events to 
creative and alternative endeavors such as inspirational 
videos, creative visual displays, and smaller scaled 
activities.  

The official marking of the Student 
Leadership Team was held with 
the Annual Leadership Investiture.  
The investiture was an amazing 
opportunity held to let the leaders 
of the school fully contemplate our 
newly found positions, and to let us 
enjoy the moment with the positive 
engagement of all of our friends.   
It was especially an honour for 
the Executive Team to have their 
badges presented by his excellency 
the Governor of Queensland, Paul 
de Jersey.  

A key part of taking on a leadership role is growing and 
learning effective leadership skills.  To assist with this, 
student leaders participated in the GRIP event earlier in 
the year.  The workshop was an interactive seminar that 
helped the leaders both connect with each other, and 
leaders of other schools.  It was a very enjoyable time 
and helped us to grow and explore what we had to offer 
as leaders.   Looking towards the remainder of 2020 with 
optimism.

Your School Captains, Emily and Alfie 

Junior School Captains

2020…Well, it certainly threw us a curve ball! It didn’t 
start exactly how we thought it would.  Every kids’ 

dream of school being cancelled came true...  which 
wasn’t such a bad thing it seemed! Although, nothing 
can beat the face-to-face contact with our great 
teachers, so we sure were happy to head back to our 
school after the extended break.  

Online schooling was a breeze thanks to our teachers’ 
great efforts.  In hindsight, the year started off smoothly 
enough, and the great SBSHS community managed 
to cram in some excellent events before lockdown.  A 
real highlight was our special guest, Sir Paul de Jersey, 
Governor of Queensland, who made our student 
investiture very special in 2020.  We managed to pull off 
a spectacular swimming carnival, a very fun event to 
show house spirit and teamwork, which in hindsight was 
a great thing to do before lockdown.  The leaders got 
the amazing opportunity to go to the GRIP leadership 
conference, which was a great event to unite as a team 

and work together to put forward our ideas and goals 
for Sunshine Beach State High School in 2020.   All in all, 
although there have been bumps in the road so far, 
the Sunshine Beach State High School community has 
continued to show quality in all we do.

Junior School Captains Margot Lamarque and Harvey 
Lawton

Heads of Student Representative Council 
(SRC)

Our role this year as the School Vice Captains and 
Heads of SRC has allowed us to be involved in 

countless experiences we will never forget.    To be given 
this opportunity to lead our school cohort as well has 
reinforced the prospects we have to make a difference 
to our community.

Lilou started her year off in China representing our 
school with Taha, Tirion and Mahalia at The International 
Human Rights and Dignity Conference in Shanghai, 
which was something she considered life changing.  
In March, female Year 12 leaders Lilou, Ruby, Zoe and 
Taha attended a Zonta Women’s Day breakfast to listen 
to empowering women from young to old share their 
advice on how to inspire equity across the community 
and world.  

Chairing SRC meetings every Wednesday and 
implementing ideas from Year 7s all the way up to grade 
12, has allowed the voices of all students to be heard.  
As the Heads of the SRC, we would like to acknowledge 
the challenges all students have face this year.  We 
believe our school has shown an immense amount of 
strength this year when faced with the isolation period.  
At a time of seclusion our school united.  SRC meetings 
still ran online for a period of 3 weeks, and a variety of 
strong leadership was shown, keeping happy spirits in 
the air through motivational and funny videos posted 
on social media.  This unique experience reinforced the 
importance of our leadership role in the school.
From Heads of SRC, Lilou, Steven and Damon

His Excellency the 
Honourable Paul de 

Jersey AC
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Community

There is no doubt that the SBSHS community has 
remained extremely strong throughout this current 

hardship.  As Year 12 Community Captains, we are 
working with faculty to ensure the transition back to 
school is not only welcoming for all students but fun and 
inclusive.  Our top priority for the year ahead is to ensure 
the SBSHS community is as strong as ever, offering 
support for all in need and a motivational environment 
for students to ease back into.  

We look forward to future inclusive events like dress up 
days where everyone can come together and spread 
awareness as a collective group for important world 
issues.  We also hope to have more morning teas, much 
like the recent cakes handed out as a gift of gratitude 
from our principal.  As the Community Captains we are 
hoping various social networking events throughout 
the year will create lasting memories as we try to move 
forward and embrace our time spent at SBSHS.

From Community Leaders Ruby W and Coco

Culture 

The cultural committee consists of amazing future 
leaders who are very keen to build a strong sense 

of unity and celebrate ourselves and each other.  Our 
very first event was Valentine’s Day with chocolate 
deliveries for the school.  Through the help of the SRC 
and teachers, members of the cultural committee we 
were able to deliver cute chocolate hearts to various 
students, teachers and staff across the whole school.  

At the later part of term 1 we hosted The World’s 
Greatest Shave, where brave students shaved their 
hair and raised money for Leukaemia.  We are proud to 
say an abundance of money was raised, and we had a 
total of five volunteers keen to shave for a worthy cause, 
including Student Leaders Damon Starkey and Steven 
Rudduck.  

We want to be optimistic (and realistic) for the future, 
look forward and continue hosting events to nurture 
and engage students.   For June, we are planning for 
PRIDE month to educate our peers about the LGBTQIA+ 
community and hopefully some more events to 
strengthen our united community!

By Community Captains Taha and Charlie W.  

Environment

Eco Club has been working on many goals that we 
hope to achieve this year to improve the already 

beautiful environment within and that surrounding 
Sunshine Beach State High School.  We hope to 
make many if not all students around our school 
environmentally aware so that we can make our school 
as sustainable as possible.  

This year, as environment captains, we worked 
together to start the eco club.  Through the eco club 
we made an action plan outlining all the projects that 
students wanted to bring into reality.  Term 1 started off 
slowly with only one main project (Clean Up Australia 
Day) and setting priorities: getting everyone on the 
same page.  

Clean Up Australia Day was held in March and the Eco 
Club invited students to join the clean up organised at 
the Sunrise Shops on the day.  It was a great day and 
allowed our leaders to give back to our community.   
While may of our term 2 plans have been put on hold 
for now, the eco club is excited to start regular meetings 
and pick up where we left off!

By Environmental Captains Zoe and Sophie

Sport

As the 2020 sport captains, we have been working 
alongside Ms Beckinsale to make the most of this year.  
The swimming carnival in term 1 was a huge success; 
students turning the pool into a sea of red, green, blue 
and purple.  Mass levels of participation and enthusiasm 
really made the day one to remember.  

Our most recent event was the ‘Battle of the Beaches’; 
an event to help celebrate the return of school post 
COVID-19 for the Year 12 students.  After weeks of online 
learning and staying inside, it was so lovely to be able 
to reconnect and spend time with the rest of the Year 
12 cohort.    The atmosphere around the quad was filled 
with fun and laughter; with the help of Mr.  Barrow in 
charge of the tunes.    

A big thank you to the staff and Mrs Robinson for 
organising this event for us.  

Sports Captains Courtney and Jennifer 
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A VOICE FOR 
THE SILENT

C O N C O R D I A  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S C H O O L 

SHANGHAI MODEL FOR THE UNITED NATION HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
DIGNITY CONFERENCE 

CISSMUN XI    

TAHA, L ILOU, TIRION AND MAHALIA

An experience Taha , Lilou, Tirion and Mahalia will 
never forget.  Our biggest dream since being little 

was to speak about human rights to develop a voice for 
voices that cannot be heard.  

Before we knew it, we were in the middle of the busiest 
city in the world making our difference.  Shanghai 
did not only widen our knowledge on human rights 
globally, it allowed us to immerse ourselves in a diverse 
community of ethnicities from all over the world.  Each 
of us were placed in a different committee, we all had a 
story to tell at the end of the day.  

Whether it was the fascinating debates, the beautiful 
food or the craziness of the city, China was an 
experience and a half.  Taking photos with strangers and 
eating food with gloves were probably the highlights we 
will never stop laughing about.  

Running around the city with our tour guide Johnny 
was also a time that will never be forgotten.  Sunshine 
Beach State High school fulfilled our year with the 
amazing opportunity we were given, and we will be 
forever thankful.
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TEAMWORK 
AND 

RESILIENCE

Y E A R  S E V E N  A C T I V I T I E S  D A Y

The Year 7 Activities Day this year went ahead despite 
a week of rain in the lead up.  The sun was shining and 
the grounds dried up enough for over 300 students in 
Year 7 to experience a fun day of outdoor challenges 
aimed at developing teamwork and resilience.  Students 
spent the entire day outside with their core teachers 
getting to know each other well and having plenty of fun 

as well.

Thanks so much to 
the Student Wellbeing 
and Engagement Team 
along with Mrs Kearney 
(Junior Secondary HOD) 
for running the BBQ.  This 
meant that students were 
fuelled up and energised  
for the entire day.
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I N T E R N A T I O N A L  P R O G R A M

Semester One 2020 will be one to remember.  We 
started the Year with 53 International students 

from many different countries, Brazil, Chile, Germany, 
Denmark, Norway, Italy, China and Austria.

The students settled in and were enjoying their time 
here with school and trips to Fraser Island, Tangalooma 
Resort Morton Island as well as Australia Zoo.

Unfortunately, some of the students were called back 
home early and although they really didn’t want to 
leave, they had to head home to their countries and 
their families.

We also had Study Tour Groups due to arrive at the 
beginning of term 2 but due to COVID-19 these were 
cancelled and have already booked for 2021.

This year so far has been a very strange year full of 
disappointment and excitement all at the same time.

We are hoping that semester two will see our 
International students arriving again but of course we 
will have to wait and see.  

Some of our semester one students are extending for 
another term.

We look forward to meeting the next group of students 
who arrive to extend our hospitality and show them our 
beautiful area.

L A N G U A G E S  -  I T A L I A N

The Italian department is an integral part of the great 
global school that is Sunshine Beach State High 

School.  The nuber of staff has increased by 1.2 teachers 
to accommodate increased enrolments.

Numbers in Years 9 through to 12 are very good.  And 
the scope of Exchange Programs including Bologna 
Student Exchange and Cividale Del Friuli continues 
despite the postponement due to the present COVID-19 
situation.

Students had 
very culturally and 
linguistically diverse 
experiences at 
Cividale and groups of 
students from Cividale 
have had similar 
experiences here.

Planning continues for the Bologna Exchange.  
Scolarship Programs have continued to operate and 
many candidates have been able to avail themselves of 
this valuable assistance.

Cultural ties continue to develop and our students and 
Italian students continue to benefit.  This develops a rich 
cultural and linguistic tapestry that forms an invaluable 
part to what makes Sunshine Beach High School one 
of the premier global schools in Queensland.  This all 
augurs well for the future.
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I  B L O C K  O P E N I N G

Senior students from SBSHS competed in the Lions 
Youth of the Year competition in Noosa.   This is an 

annual competition whereby students prepare their 
own speech on a topic of their choice, then have a 
shorter impromptu speech also presented on the night.

All speakers were commended for their persuasive and 
passionate responses.   SBSHS school captain Emily Snell 
progressed to the Zone competition.   

It was very close and Emily was 
a fine ambassador for our school, 
demonstrating her outstanding 
leadership and presentation skills.

Well done to all seniors who 
competed!

L I O N S  Y O U T H  O F  T H E  Y E A R  C O M P E T I T I O N

THREE STOREYS 
IN ONE

First came the i-pod, then came the i-phone, then 
the i-pad, not to mention I-Robot starring Will Smith, 

but they have saved the best till last…introducing 
I-BLOCK!!! The new state of the art, three-story 
teaching facility that is now home to junior secondary 
and senior classes alike.  

Boasting an elevator for inclusive access to all 
classrooms, exciting new and modern furnishings to 
elicit creativity and group learning, and re-designed 
classrooms, this building is paving the way for a new 
wave of teaching and learning at Sunshine 
Beach High.  

The rooms are not your regular run-of-
the-mill classrooms.  They are designed to 
open and expand to encourage collegial 
co-teaching in order to further support 
student learning.  We have numerous 
teachers who have now opened the 
barriers between classes and are having 
wonderful success with co-teaching.  The 
bottom level is also designed in such a 
way that five classrooms can open up and 
house exams for our Year 12s in a quiet and 
peacefully setting.

Teachers have nothing but amazing 
things to say about the new building.  Our 
very own Ms.  Bath was quoted stating, 

“With the furnishings and classrooms design, it really 
motivates you to adapt the way you deliver curriculum 
in a far more engaging and exciting way.” 

Ms.  Kearney (Head of Junior Secondary and Teaching 
and Learning) adores the new staffroom and teaching 
facilities in the new building stating, “It is outstanding 
that we have the ability to open our classrooms to 
practice co-teaching in order to better support all levels 
of student learning.” Move over Apple, i-block is the 
latest and greatest!

SAM WILLIAMS
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Y E A R  9  A R T
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ARTS AND HPE

Y E A R  1 0  A R T

Year 10 students have been taking photographs and 
creating artworks from these photographs as part of 

their online learning.  The have been given weekly tasks 
relating to the elements of design, including line, shape, 
texture, blue, red and yellow.
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ARTS AND HPE

Year 11 students have been working on their Art as 
Lens.   They have explored various techniques and 

processes.   These are some of their portrait drawings 
and responses to the task.  

Y E A R  1 1  A R T
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ARTS AND HPE

Y E A R  1 2  A R T
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Its certainly been a different start to the year in the 
dance department.   Our wonderful dance students 

have worked extremely hard during their online 
learning producing some beautiful work.   Earlier 
this year the Year 11 students were provided with the 
opportunity to learn a choreographed dance sequence 
for assessment by industry recognised choreographer 
Alex Shelley.  

Year 12 students perfomed their small group 
assessment focusing on the effects of plastic in the 
Noosa community.   They are now well underway 
working on their project task which is their final piece 
before external exams later in the year.   

Year 9 students have worked really well on their class 
social dance where we focused on cheerleading.   This 
has been a lot of fun.   Congratulations to all students 
on your commitment to varied learning and adapting to 
this process.   We look forward to semester 2 in Dance! 

D A N C E

H I P  H O P

Year 11 Dance was lucky 
to participate in a 

fantastic, high energy Hip 
Hop masterclass with Alex 
Shelley from Raw Dance 
Company in Brisbane.   

The group loved learning 
about the different eras of 
Hip-Hop and how they are 
reflected on stage through 
technical and expressive 
skills.
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C H E E R  D A N C E  T E A M

GREER STOCKTON

Congratulations to our 
amazing Sunshine Beach 

SupaStarz Cheer Dance Team 
for your commitment so far 
to the team.   We have had a 
bit of a halt to our journey so 
far this year but that will not 
stop us from preparing as 
best we can.   

At this stage, we do not know 
which events, if any, that we 
are able to enter.   

However, the girls will 
learn routines in preparation for these events if 
they were to continue.  We have confirmation that 
the June competition is no longer happening, but 
possibilities of the two September competitions and 
the August competition has been moved to October.   
Circumstances are very strange, but we will continue to 
do what we love.

The dedicated team are a pleasure to teach and I am 
so grateful I get to work with these exceptional young 
ladies.  Thanks for a great start to the year 
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It is with great excitement that I announce the launch 
of Sunshine Beach State High Schools very own Theatre 

Company in 2021.  This will be available to all senior 
drama students to audition for and focus on scripts 
that are designed to showcase the skills of our amazing 
students.  Watch this space for more information to 
come out! 

We have decided to name our Theatre Company the 
STEPPING STONE THEATRE COMPANY as we will act as 
the stepping stone between high school drama and 
theatre companies outside of school/university.  The 
Drama department are exceptionally excited for this 
new venture in 2021 and look forward to welcoming you 
to our shows!

The start of 2020 was an exciting time for the 
music department at Sunshine Beach SHS as we 

walked into our new building extension.   Giving us an 
additional classroom, an extra storeroom, two practice 
rooms and a dedicated rehearsal space for ensemble 
rehearsals, this new space will serve our burgeoning 
program well into the future.     

Just before the COVID-19 pandemic forced society 
into lockdown and altered the face of education for 
some time to come we held our annual team-building 
and rehearsal camp at Luther Heights in Coolum.   This 
year spread the camp over 3 days and 2 nights to cater 
for the size of our program, with the junior and senior 
ensembles swapping over half-way through the second 
day.   Each ensemble had a dedicated rehearsal time, 
with students spending time in individual and sectional 
rehearsals as well.   Team-building games were slightly 
dampened by the weather, however our annual theme 
night (this year’s theme was TV Characters) was its 
usual success thanks to the work of our music captains 
who this year had to run the theme night twice, once for 
the juniors and once for the seniors.

A SOUND BUILDING
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D R A M A

As exciting as 2020 began, like many 
things, Grease has fallen victim 

to COVID-19.  It is with great sadness 
that we have had to cancel the Grease 
Musical 2020.  

‘The J’ obviously had to cease all 
shows and the school found it incredibly 
difficult to find an appropriate time 
within the school calendar for us 
to perform the piece.  While this is 
incredibly sad for our community, 
we are still planning on performing a 
number of key scenes at this years ‘Arts 
Extravaganza’, so make sure you get 
your tickets when they are announced 
next term.  

I would personally like that thank 
all the staff for their time and effort 
into such a huge undertaking.  Erika 
Jackson (Co-Director), Mike Los 
(Assistant-Director), Hayley Styles 
(Assistant-Director), Greer Stockton 
(Choreography-Director), Viv Ellis 
(Vocals-Director), Janine Bates (Stage 
Design and Stage Manager), Rob King 
(Producer) Kay Ellsum, Kris Morris, Steve 
Steele, John Marano, and Ryan Wilson.  

However, we must pay all respect to 
our superb cast.  All of which are listed 
on our advertising poster created by 
Dave Mannion.  These students are 
incredibly dedicated and talented and 
we will miss working so closely with 
them.

GREASE
THE MUSICAL

SAM WILLIAMS

29th May 
2020

The J Theatre

S U N S H I N E  B E A C H  H I G H  P R E S E N T S

GREASE THE MUSICAL

starring: jett devonshire as danny and scout powell as sandy
the pink ladies are: alexandra giove as rizzo, georgia brewin as frenchy, eden tregear 

as marty and kaitlin brown as jan.  
the burger palace boys are: damon starkey as kenickie, rowan gameiro as doody, 

ellery scott as roger and isaac jackson as sonny.  
also starring: evie macdonald as patty, bjorn weedbrook as eugene, fletcher addison as vince fontaine, 

tirion luff-white as teen angel, liana lindeman as ms lynch and isabella tillsley as cha cha.
c h o r u s

montanna adamko, anieke broad, will carey, ava crosier, isabella curry, mikayla davey, teah edwards, isabella germanos, evie 
hobson, tahlia jolly, lexie ladd, lilou lauret, cora ledwith, ruby lee-kenny, nirvana le-roux, teddy mcricthie, sienna mcritchie, 

summer miller, molly norman, zara riddell, sofia roberts-del-castillo, layla saad, ruby wilson and liv zutt.

Tickets now on sale @ thej.com.au

30th May 
2020

The J Theatre

GREASE | Book, Music and Lyrics 
By JIM JACOBS and WARREN CASEY

BY ARRANGEMENT WITH ORiGiN™ THEATRICAL |  www.origintheatrical .com.au

Logo Created 
and Designed by 
Maggie Taft and 
Harry Bogosian

CANCELLED
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S C H O O L  S W I M M I N G  C A R N I V A L

It was a scorching day and the pool was packed with 
so many students eager to participate and do their 

best for themselves and for their house.  There was 
plenty of action in the competitive 50m events and as 
usual, the novelty events were a hit.  

The points were tight throughout the day despite 
Uluwatu taking an early lead, Mundaka, Banzai and 
Waimea could not do enough to get back on top!

Congratulations to Uluwatu our 2020 Champion House 
for Swimming

Overall House Points

1. Uluwatu 2143
2. Mundaka 1733
3. Banzai 1575
4. Waimea 1472

Age Champions

12 Girls   Arabella Fancourt            Mundaka
13 Girls     Baylee McGowan             Uluwatu
14 Girls      Lola Gibbs-Beal              Uluwatu
15 Girls      Teagan McGowan           Uluwatu 
16 Girls      Gemma Smith-Welsch    Waimea 
17 Girls   Maddy Jones                   Banzai
12 Boys         Darcy Lewis                Mundaka
13 Boys        Oscar Rechtin            Uluwatu 
14 Boys         Dylan Wilson (Waimea) 
 and Daniel Auty (Uluwatu)
15 Boys          James Hangad          Mundaka
16 Boys          Taj Marsh                 Uluwatu 
Open Boys     Killian Carrel            Banzai
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Sunshine Beach had a Junior Girls and Junior Boys Team in the local schools 
Friday Afternoon AFLX competition.  Unfortunately, they only got to play one 

round before the COVID-19 restrictions stopped the competition.

Thanks to Ms Hill and our AFL coaches, we had over 60 students signed up 
for school AFL teams getting ready for  the Sunshine Coast Schools Secondary 
Schools Competition in term 2, however like all sport this had to go on hold too! 
Let’s hope there may be some AFL action later in the year!

D I S T R I C T  S W I M M I N G  C A R N I V A L 

S C H O O L  A F L

Sunshine Beach SHS was extremely successful at the 
North District Swimming Carnival winning the Girls 

Points Trophy and the Overall Championship Trophy 
ahead of St Teresa’s and St Johns.  

The following swimmers took out age champion for 
their respective age groups:-

• Darcy Lewis – 12 years Boys
• Baylee McGowan – 12 years Girls
• Teegan McGowan – 15 years Girls
• James Hangad – 15 years Boys 

• Killian Carrell – 17-19 years Boys 

Teegan McGowan also broke a record in th 15 ears 
Girls 50m Frs.
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F I T N E S S  B O O T C A M P

It’s been great to have our students 
participating in physical activities.  

Students have enthusiastically 
participated in a series of circuit 
workout sessions and physical 

tests to provide them with base 
measurements to compare 

fitness results for an individually 
constructed 6 week training 

program.  

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  S P O R T

Sunshine Coast Regional School Sport 
Representatives

Congratulations to the following students who have 
been selected in Sunshine Coast School Sport 

Regional Teams in 2020.  Unfortunately due to COVID-19 
shutdowns students were not able to compete at the 
QSS Championships for their respective sports.  Let’s 
hope they will have an opportunity to shine later in the 
year!

Tass Majoros – Water Polo 
Sami Schefe – Softball 
Flynn Sinclair – Tennis
Elsie Mae Bowditch - Swimming
Baylee McGowan - Swimming 
Billy Thorley - Swimming
Finella Gibbs Beal - Swimming
Oscar Rechtin - Swimming
Taj Ryan – Swimming 
Teagan McGowan – Swimming 
Rory McKenzie - AFL
Joshua Vrieze - AFL
Stella Scudamore  - AFL
Lilly Baker - Hockey 
Charlie Jackson – Hockey  
Makenzie Jackson - Hockey

Regional Tennis Trials

Congratulations to 
Flynn Sinclair for his 

outstanding results at the 
Sunshine Coast Regional 
Tennis Trials on Tuesday 11th 
February.  He did not lose a 
game all day to make the 
main draw finals and the 
Sunshine Coast Regional 
Tennis Team.  

Flynn Represented 
Sunshine Coast in one of 
the few sports that actually 
were able to hold a QSS 
Championship.  Flynn made 
it through to the quarter 
finals thus he is ranked in 

the top 16 in the State.   As a team 
the Sunny Coast Boys finished 
3rd in their pool which was a 
great effort and showed their 
determination to give their all to 
the end.  

The tennis players were extremely 
lucky to be able to play this event 
as if it had have started 2 days 
later it wouldn’t have gone ahead.
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E X C E L L E N C E  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  S P O R T

Swimming – Billy Thorley Year 12 

At the end of 2019 Billy placed 20th at the World Beach 
Games Open Water Swimming 5k event.  Earlier 

this year he competed at the 
Australian Open Water Nationals, 
placing 1st in the 18years 10k 
backing up the next day to win 
the 18years 5km.  

Billy was planning on a trip to 
Fukuoka, Japan at the end of May 
Olympic qualifying event until 
COVID-19 hit.  Now that these 
and the Olympics have been 
postponed, hopefully he will get 
another opportunity in the near 
future!

Courtney Steel – Athletics

Courtney qualified for the 
Australian Track and Field 

Junior Championships in Sydney,  
with a podium finish (2nd 
place) in the 100m at the State 
Athletic Championship in Cairns 
(2019), she then also ran the a 
qualifying time at the ACT State 
Championships in the 100m final 
(12.40) at the beginning of the 
year.  Unfortunately for Courtney, 
the nationals were cancelled due 
to COVID-19.  

Ellia Smith - Surfing

Ellia Smith qualified through the 2018 Australian Junior 
Titles to  compete against the world’s best junior 

surfers in Huntington Beach, USA for the 2019 VISSLA ISA 
World Junior Surfing Championship Oct 26 - Nov 3.

Ellia remained in contention right up until the 
Repechage Final in the Under 16 Girl’s division.  Having 
been knocked out 
of the main draw 
in round six, she 
narrowly missed 
out on making the 
main draw final, 
finishing third to 
Germany’s Noah 
Lia Klapp by 0.57 
of a point.  Klapp 
went on to win 
Gold Medal.    Ellia 
finished equal 5th 
in the world for U16 
Girls.

Karate Queensland Cup

Dannica and Aidyn who competed 
in the Karate Queensland Cup at 

the beginning of the year.   

Aidyn - Bronze in Kata.   

Dannica - Gold in Kumite (sparring).

Mackenzie Jackson – Surf 
Boat Rowing 

Mackenzie was selected to 
represent Qld in the Surf Boat 

Rowing at the Aussie Titles (Surf 
Lifesaving).  Like many other sports 
this was cancelled due to COVID-19.

Here are a few shots of Mackenzie in 
action with her team and which also 
included one of our past students 
Chenoa Scott!

Finella Gibbs-Beal - Open Water Championships

Finella competed at the 2020 Australian Open Water 
Championships held in Adelaide last January, where 

she won the girls 16-17 age group 7.5km open water 
race.  

She qualified for the 
Junior Worlds Open 
Water Championships, 
meant to be held in 
Seychelles later this 
year, however due to the 
circumstances of the 
current virus, the event 
had to be rescheduled 
to 2021.  

Marathon swimming 
is a popular sport in the 
swimming world, and 
Finella finds exhilaration 
throughout racing and 
training.
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S C H O O L  S U R F I N G

The Sunshine Beach State High School Surfing trials 
were held in week 7 term 1 at Sunshine.

Each year the level of surfing at our school trials is 
at such a high level and the winners of each division 
will join our past champions list amongst some of the 
world’s best surfers.  

The top 6 surfers in each division were selected to 
represent SBSHS at the North District Trials however 
unfortunately these were postponed due to COVID-19.

• U19 Boys 1st Ben Lorentson, 2nd Kody Haddow 3rd 
Ethan Trotman

• U19 Girls 1st Ellia Smith, 2nd Georgie Lorentson, 3rd 
Jessie Lloyd Stewart

• U16 Boys 1st Kiamana Cairns, 2nd Tias Colefax, Jye 
Taylor

• U16 Girls 1st Coco Cairns, 2nd Armani Barber, Mia 
Waite 

Let’s hope some of these champions get an 
opportunity to compete locally later in the year!
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S T U D E N T  P E R S P E C T I V E

Hugh Brennan

Learning online proved to be a style of education that 
most people were not expecting however, due to 

the incredible efforts of teachers and other educators 
the system allowed for a smooth learning process for 
all.   This experience taught students to understand the 
importance of self discipline, as it was far easier than 
teachers would have liked to do no work and seemingly 
disappear for five weeks.   I enjoyed the freedom that 
online learning brought and am sure many other 
students will agree: it allowed one to decide when and 
for how long you could work.  

This also was the biggest challenge to overcome, as 
it was incredibly easy to continue to put off work, hour 
after hour.  Returning to school was strange, after the 
end of the first lesson it seemed to be an appropriate 
time to go home or just stop doing work, it was a time 
to appreciate the freedom of work at home and the 
novelty of being back at school wore off quickly.  I would 
also like to add that for all the effort Mr Lunn put into his 

online class, I felt as though nothing could replace face 
to face teaching with maths.   He also looked dashing 
in the headphones he borrowed from the library.   All 
things considered however, none of this would have 
been possible without the unfathomable hours of work 

LOCKDOWN 
STORIES

COVID-19 forced staff and students alike into very unfamiliar territory.  Now, after 
a relaxation of some of the most severe restrictions, students Hugh Brennan and 
Maddison Morris, along with teachers Kat Brant and Jon Lunn share their unique 
experiences and reflect on a very unusual period of Sunshine Beach High history.
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“This also was the biggest challenge to overcome, as it 
was incredibly easy to continue to put off work, hour 

after hour.”

from each teacher and I believe 
there is not enough credit 
given to them for the seamless 
introduction to online work.  

Maddison Morris
I am Maddison Morris, 12 years 

old and in year 7 at Sunshine 
High. I mainly did online learning 
at school during COVID-19 
precautions because my parents are essential workers 
as a nurse and electrician. 

COVID-19 has been overwhelming and changed our 
world in so many ways, but I was able to adapt to the 
online learning system that our school created. I really 
liked how Blackboard 
Collaborate (what 
I used for online 
learning) was set up 
like a classroom and 
it was still interactive. 
You could raise your 
hand like you would 
in class, but using 
a press of a button instead and you could still see 
and talk to your teacher about school work. You could 
present your ideas during the lesson by drawing on the 
program’s whiteboard too. Because I did learning at 
home and school, it was easy to take my school work 
anywhere! I also still had friends attending school which 
made me feel lucky because other people were at home 
not being able to see theirs.

 Some of the challenging things that occurred when 
I was using online learning were the technological 
problems on Blackboard. Some of these problems were 
that the teacher’s voice would lag and sometimes the 
talk button for us to answer questions would not work. 
When this would happen, I wished the teacher was 
actually in the classroom.

Overall, this experience was positive because it made 
me grow as a high school student and became more 
self managed as a learner. Even though I enjoyed online 
learning, I am happy to have school back to normal and 
the teachers back in the classroom.

S T A F F  P E R S P E C T I V E S

Kat Brant 

Over the last two months, 
teaching via an online 

platform has been both 
a challenge as well as a 
learning curve.   Having no 
students physically in the 
classroom was strange as it 
was so quiet!  I really missed 
the sound of the students 
in the hallways and playing 
music together.   Teaching 
classroom and instrumental 

music has been challenging in 
many ways, from technology not 
working to learning how to teach 
such a practical subject through 
a screen.   For some students, 
setting a routine for practice and 
schoolwork was a challenge, 
others thrived.    

In conjunction with our 
online lessons, we also used a 

web-based programme called Smart Music.   Smart 
music is an amazing tool which enabled students to 
practice their solos as well as ensemble music with 
an accompaniment.   We were able to set up our 
classes and set assessments, where students recorded 

themselves within the 
programme and we 
could listen and give 
them feedback.   I am 
proud of the discipline 
some students 
showed though this 
challenging time and 
am so glad to have 

all of the students back at school.    I cannot wait for all 
ensembles and lessons to recommence and get back 
to what I enjoy the most – making quality music with our 
amazing young musicians at Sunshine Beach.

Jon Lunn

The positive outcome 
from my teaching-from-

home experience was the 
new resources I used and 
experiences that have 
enhanced the way I teach 
my classes.   I was using a 
screen-casting software 
called, Snagit, to record 
lessons.  As a Mathematics 
teacher, Snagit allowed 
me to write Mathematical 
solutions with a stylus on 
my tablet screen and record 
my voice explaining each 
step as I work through the 
problem.  I could then save 
that as an MP4 video file and attached it to my class 
OneNote for students to access, as they needed.  That 
also allowed students to stop, start and replay the video, 
as they needed.

The greatest challenge was the lack of interaction 
and not being able to get immediate feedback from 
students’ faces on how they were going with a new 
concept.  It was interesting to realise how much as a 
teacher I observe student body language and facial 
expressions to read how they understand or interpret 
new mathematical concepts.

I am very very happy to be back at school working with 
students in the classroom.
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M A T H E M A T I C S

Term 2 is a very creative term in mathematics 
with most grades completing a design-based 

assignment.  These range from creating a putt putt 
course using quadrilaterals and circles, to redesigning 
chocolate boxes to be more efficient, producing a 
tile design using quadrilaterals and circles, planning 
and budgeting for holidays, and modelling cartoon 
characters using complex functions.

Design-based assessment allows all students to 
access the piece at their level whilst providing your 
strongest and most creative mathematicians the 
opportunity to explore concepts at a standard well 
above that required by the Australian curriculum for that 
year level.

A massive congratulations to all students who have 
managed to continue their learning online and even 
bigger congratulations to our incredible Mathematics 
teachers for reacting so quickly to online learning 
producing outstanding resources and ensuring all 
students were supported during these extraordinary 
times.  Well done!

THE 
MATHEMATICS 

OF DESIGN



Semester 1 2020 has required a massive effort 
from our dedicated teachers and lab staff to 

deliver science curriculum to students.    A number of 
excursions and practical lessons had to be cancelled 
or postponed from week 8 term 1 as we adjusted to 
the online platforms.   During this time teachers have 
been exemplary in the efforts to collaborate, design 
and deliver lessons using pre-recorded video, live 
broadcast, STILE, Learning Place, Ed Studio, Microsoft 

Teams, Skype for 
Business, Verso and 
SOCRATES Online and 
so on.   This work has 
enabled all students to 
have the opportunity to 
stay on track with their 
learning journey as much 
as possible.

Senior students have 
benefited from the earlier 
return in week 4 where 
many were straight into 
mandatory pracs where 
possible.   Junior science 

students have also had access to the STILE online 
courses and assessment with progressive smaller 
assessment conducted during term 2 to track their 
progress.    Junior students returned in week 6 with 
all students engaged in lab prac activities in the face 
to face lessons including properties of light, geology, 
bodysystems and chemistry.

Heading into semester 2 2020 the year 10 cohort will 
be doing pre-senior science courses that will provide 
a great platform for their future senior course and 
hopefully university selections.    Semester 2 we will 
continue with a combination of online tools, face to face 
class lessons, student experiments and hopefully field 
excursions that enable students to demonstrate the 
science investigation skills in the field.

S C I E N C E

MARTIN TAYLOR
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D E S I G N

This selection of pictures depicts some excellent 
design work being created in year 10, 11, and 12 

students.

If you like creating new concepts and solutions 
for different design scenarios, this creative and 
contemporary subject provides endless opportunities 
for the exploration and production of innovative and 
fresh ideas.   Now more than ever, the world needs good 
design, clear communication, innovative ideas and 
worthy products, services and environments.

E A R L Y  C H I L D H O O D  Y E A R  1 0

To celebrate National Simultaneous Storytime 2020, 
year 10 Early Childhood students read Whitney and 

Britney Chicken Divas and made tiaras to celebrate 
the book.
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C E R T I F I C A T E  I I I  E C E C  -  Y E A R  1 1

C E R T I F I C A T E  I I I  E C E C  -  Y E A R  1 2
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F O O D  D E S I G N  S T U D I E S

The Year 9 Food Design Studies 
(FDS) class produced some 

amazing and delicious gift hampers 
in term 1.  A mixture of food items 
and personal gifts included bath 
bombs and marinated olives and 
infused oils.  As well, they made 
some fudge and muffins.  These were 
then wrapped up and presented 
as hampers that could be given 
for Mother’s Day or baby showers, 
Valentine’s Day or Christmas gifts.

Y E A R  8  D E S I G N  A N D  T E C H N O L O G Y
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H O S P I T A L I T Y  P R A C T I C E S

Year 11 Hospitality Practices students have been 
working on a beverage operations unit.   They 

have been taking orders and serving beverages to 
staff customers.

C E R T I F I C A T E  I I  E N G I N E E R I N G  P A T H W A Y S

Our current year 12 Certificate 
II in Engineering Pathways class 
are finishing of the latest school 
racecar.  Can you believe this 
will be our 3rd car and the year 
11 classes have begun cars 
number 4 and 5 !!! Incredible 
achievement for them and the 
school.  The photo shows the 
current progress as they start to 
fabricate the aluminium panels 
and assemble the suspension 
components that they made 
the previous year.  We can’t wait 
for the trackday competition at 
Lakeside Raceway in November.       
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TECHNOLOGY

T E X T I L E S  A N D  D E S I G N

INSPIRED BY 
NATURE

TINA FITZGERALD

Design and create through COVID-19...   There is only 
one world, and we only get one chance!

Through online learning Year 9, students were 
asked to design an outfit inspired by flora and fauna 
incorporating fibres that are gentle to the earth.  
Naturally, the hero fibre had to be wool as it is for a 
design competition Wool4School.   

The outfit could be up to four pieces, start with a mood 
board and then an illustrated design.

Students also continued with the natural dying 
process with their tote bag.  Students experimented with 
turmeric, avocado seeds, beetroot, blueberries and even 
bark and squid ink.

Let’s celebrate the year 9 work in textiles and design!
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E X O S K E L E T O N  M O O D  B O A R D S

N A T U R A L L Y  D Y E D  T O T E  B A G S
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ADMINISTRATION AND COMMUNITY

Freddie Arnold 

Freddie Arnold in action at the Bowlzilla National 
Skateboard Competition (just before the COVID-19 

restrictions were put in place) where he achieved 
2nd place in the under 16 age group event.  Well done 
Freddie!

The Kings of Swing

Lukas Byers 

Talented board rider Lukas Byers loves the challenge 
of landing new tricks.   “There’s no better feeling 

than practising, falling off and then finally landing it.”

The 12- year-old Year 7 student divides his time 
between skateboarding and surfing, with equal 
amounts of success.   At the last national skateboard 
championships in Mackay, Lukas finished second in 
both the street and bowl events – even though he was 
competing against much older competitors.

Also competitive in the water, Lukas finished fourth in 
the Queensland State Surfing Titles at his home break 
at Sunrise Beach last August and loves being a part of 
the Sunshine Beach SHS surfing excellence program.

COVID-19 has derailed his plans to return this month 
to California, where he won the street and mini-ramp 
contests at the prestigious Woodward international 
skate camp last year.   Lukas counts meeting 
professional skaters, Kevin Romar and Ryan Lay, in the 
United States as inspiring him to keep improving.

To prepare for this year’s national skateboard 
championships, Lukas is practising at a number of 
Sunshine Coast skate parks from Gympie to Alexandra 
Headland.   Closer to home, he is working on landing 
his kick-flip-indy at the Sunshine Beach skate park 
vert ramp.   “It’s a really technical trick that will score 
high points.   I’m close to nailing it.”


