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A COMMUNITY 
WORKING 
TOGETHER

P R I N C I P A L ’ S  R E P O R T

American politician Paul Ryan said, “Every successful individual 
knows that his or her achievement depends on a community of 

persons working together.”

At Sunshine Beach State High School, we continue to 
provide engaging, relevant learning opportunities 

for our young people that allow them to dream, aspire, 
create opportunities and achieve their goals.

Eric Hoffer, an American author and philosopher said, 
“In a time of drastic change it is the learners who inherit 
the future. The learned usually find themselves equipped 
to live in a world that no longer exists.”   This is perhaps 
no more prophetic than in the times we find ourselves 
in 2020.  This year has bought about significant change 
that has affected the lives of every person on this 
planet. It has highlighted for me, that as a school, we are 
preparing students for employment and a world, which 
is and will be very different from the one I grew up in and 
that currently exists now.

At Sunshine Beach State High School, we continue to 
seek improvement: in the 
outcomes for our students; 
in our teaching practice; in 
our physical resources and 
in how we value add to our 
community. 

Through the significant 
upheaval that occurred 
this year, our staff and 
students demonstrated 
their resilience and adaptability to ensure that as a 
school community we kept engaged, learning and 
achieving.  Our staff were able to quickly master new 
ways of delivering their lessons and our students were 
able to adapt to the new format, log into learning and 
stay connected.  The online lessons may have not been 
perfect, but we embraced the journey, and regardless 
whether we were a teacher, student or parent we learnt 

so much and gained a 
greater appreciation of our 
face-to-face connections 
every day.

Persistence and 
resilience, along with the 
ability to be adaptable 
and work collaboratively 
are characteristics that 
we aim to develop in 
all our students.  These 
characteristics - regardless 
of the pathways they 
explore in the future –will 
allow them to be successful 
as they forge their way forward.

As you read this edition 
of Shiner, you will see how 
the excellence and “Quality 
in all we do” has been 
achieved through creativity 
and adaptability.  We have 
been able to continue our 
high standards of education, 
providing opportunities for 
students to engage with their 
curriculum and extra curricula 

activities in some very innovative ways.

We continue to excel across all fields - Academic, 
Sporting, Technology, Engineering, Textiles, Performing 
Arts, Visual Arts, and Global Engagement.  I am very 
proud to be the Principal of Sunshine Beach State High 
School.

GRANT WILLIAMS

“In a time of drastic change it is the 
learners who inherit the future. The 

learned usually find themselves 
equipped to live in a world that no 

longer exists.”  
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GRADUATING WITH 
RESILIENCE

D E P U T Y ’ S  R E P O R T  -  S E N I O R  S C H O O L

This year’s graduating cohort have proven to be the most resilient 
and impressive group of year 12 students we’ve had the pleasure of 

educating for many years.  

PAUL FITZGERALD

They’ve been a pioneering cohort, embracing 
compulsory prep and moving to high school in year 

7 with poise and composure.  Little did they know the 
challenges that awaited in their senior years with the 
ongoing pandemic, and again they have risen above 
these tests to emerge confident and strong.

Speaking with the students prior to the exam block, I 
was inspired by their optimism and positivity leading up 
to their graduation and have been heartened by their 
tenacity and good-humour.  In a year that has seen its 
fair share of dramas, the change of exam procedures 
and timings could easily have been the final straw 
for this cohort.  But they have shown, yet again, their 
willingness to adapt and change and this, in itself, could 
very well be the most important lesson they will take into 
their adult lives and careers.

We often discuss resilience with students, especially 
in our excellent Connections program, but rarely do we 

get to see how readily 
students can steel 
themselves in complex 
situations.  This year’s 
graduating class has 
shown their mettle, 
and that will stand as a 
testament not only of their 
endurance and ability, 
but as a reflection of the 
support and commitment 
of their parents and 
community.

I would like to wish the 
year 12 cohort the best of luck in the exciting years to 
come, and will rest assured that this amazing group 
will become some of the most important citizens in our 
community.
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M I D D L E  S C H O O L  D E P U T Y ’ S  R E P O R T 

As term 4 and the school year for Year 9’s and 10’s 
comes to a close, I would like to acknowledge the 

generally excellent behaviour, attitude, demeanour 
and academic results of all students. It is appropriate 
at this point to acknowledge Ms. Courtney Sutton 
Year 9 and Mr. Kurt Barrow Year 10 Heads of Year. 
Courtney and Kurt have remained patient, dedicated, 
passionate and a positive role model to all students. I 
have thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to work with 
Courtney and Kurt this year.

I would like to also acknowledge the recent success of 
our Year 9 and 10 students at the Awards ceremonies.

Year 10 GOLD AWARDS

Herbie Allsop, Zoey Campbell, Kiara Candy, Amelie 
Griffin, Reece Hannay, Ella Keenan, Annalise Kerr, Cian 
O’Shea, Lilly Rechtin, James Reed, Crystyn Ribosa, 
Jemima Stanghon, Gaby Sweeny

Year 10 PLATINUM AWARDS

Cassandra Adamovskis-Kraus, Charli Deacon, Joshua 
Johansen, Jayden Koh, Emily Perry, Georgia Perry, Brodie 
Ross, Gemma Smith-Welch, Jaeda Wortel

The Year 10 Dux for 2020 – Cassandra Adamovskis-Kraus

University of the Sunshine Coast 
2018 Rise and Shine Award 

Cian O’Shea And Gemma Smith 
Welch

ADF Leadership and Teamwork 
Award - Jayden Koh

Year 9 GOLD AWARDS

Lola Aguirre, Tynan Allen, Kalyana Baker, Jack Barlow, 
Coco Birt, Lolita Brook, Zac Davidson, Dechlan Dowling, 
Sophie Evans, Jack Geitl, Evie Hobson, Harvey Lawton, 
Ruby Lee Kenny, Helena Risson, Keelin Russell, Isla Smith, 
Marjorie Stockton

Year 9 PLATINUM AWARDS

Ariah Aiello, Anthony Bandera, Luke Davies, Lexie Ladd, 
Margot Lamarque, Trinity Leerentveld, Shyan Mackay, 
Madison Pomerenke, Mia Sarti, Yukari Stark, Leilani 
Symonds, Ashwin Thakur, Lewis Turbitt, Ockert Visser, 
Charlie Watson, Skye Whiteman, Sianna Wiesemes

The Year 9 Dux for 2020 – Ockert Visser

I wish all students the very best for 2021 and the future. 
I would like to continue to make myself available to all 
students and offer my advice and guidance in the years 
ahead.

CHRIS ROBINSON

J U N I O R  S E C O N D A R Y  D E P U T Y ’ S  R E P O R T
KIM BECKINSALE (ACTING)

Welcome to our final edition of Shiner for 2020.  
Wow what a year it has been with all of the added 

challenges of managing COVID-19 restrictions on 
nearly every aspect of our lives.  I am very pleased with 
the way that most of our Junior Secondary students 
have worked together well with their teachers and our 
support staff and as a team, managed and adapted to 
many of the changes and challenges along the way.  
The reality is that we are all learning how to live and 
learn in this new normal world, so remember to try to 
just keep moving forward – as Albert Einstein said “Life 
is like riding a bicycle.  To keep your balance, you must 
keep moving. ”

I would like to thank Mr Mannion and his senior students 
for the time and effort they have put into compiling 
another quality publication for Sunshine Beach High.  I 
also need to acknowledge Ms Bath for her willingness 
and enthusiasm in setting up some perfect shots for this 
magazine throughout the year.  

Once again our Academic Excellence programs 
provided students with an opportunity to work 
collaboratively with other high achieving students in 
STEM based activities (Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics).   Our Year 7 CREST program was 
extremely successful, so thank you to Mr Villiers 
for designing creative and challenging activities 
throughout the year for our extremely talented young 
mathematicians and scientists.  We invited our Young 
CREST Scholars, year 4,5 and 6 students from our local 
primary feeder schools, to learn more about Biology 

through investigating insects, 
plankton and human physiology.  
Thanks Ms Dawson, Mr Villiers and 
Mr Burton.  

Our Year 8 Pipeline Academic 
Program (for which applications will 
open early Term 1, 2021) provided 
33 students an opportunity to build 
and fly drones, design and code 
robots and investigate the marvels 
of molecular gastronomy whilst developing skills and 
ways of working collaboratively.   Thank you to Mr Wilkie, 
Mr Ellis & Mr Savage; Mr King & Mr Brackley; Ms Peterson 
& Ms Hughes; and Mr Pierce & Mr Fitzpatrick for your 
involvement in the program in 2020.  

Thank you to our amazing Junior Secondary 
teachers lead by Head of Department Jo Kearney for 
taking on the challenge of piloting a Collaborative 
Teaching approach with our Year 7 students.   Finally, 
congratulations to all of the students who achieved 
Gold, Silver or Bronze awards this year for Academic, 
Music, Cultural or Sporting Excellence.  You have risen 
to the top and achieved great success and I am sure 
that your teachers and parents are extremely proud of 
you and your achievements.  Students, as you progress 
through High School, please endeavour to always aim 
high and strive for success in everything you do, explore 
your passions, and make your dreams a reality! Your life 
is in your hands and you have the power to be in control 
your future! 
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T E A C H I N G  A N D  L E A R N I N G  D E P U T Y ’ S  R E P O R T 

HELEN LEYDEN

As the year draws to a close, it is a delight to reflect 
on the accomplishments of our students over 

the year, and to see this reflected in our students’ 
achievements, whether that be sporting, cultural, 
or academic.  I particularly wish to pass on my 
congratulations to our year 12 students, many of whom 
have been part of our school community for six years.  

Congratulations to all students involved in our 
Academic Awards Celebrations.  For the first time we 
held two separate celebrations on Thursday October 22.   
Our year 7 to 11 students were recognised at a daytime 
ceremony, and our year 12 students celebrated with their 
invited guests on Thursday evening.   

These celebrations recognised over 350 students 
demonstrating quality outcomes not only academically 
but also in the area of culture and service.   

Particular congratulations to our Duxes: Olivia Radke 
(Year 7), Tamsin Bradford (Year 8) and Ockert Visser 

(Year 9), Cassandra Adamovskis-
Kraus (Year 10), Stella Kenny (Year 
11) and Holly Trickett (Year 12).   

Our school leaders for 2021 were 
also announced at our awards 
celebration.    Well done to our 2021 
leadership team.  

Writing and Inclusivity have been 
two priorities in our school this 
year. 

The Writing on Demand (WoD) strategy is one of our 
whole school strategies to improve students’ writing.  It 
is used across the whole school, years 7 to 12, in every 
faculty area.   All staff are observed implementing the 
Writing on Demand strategy, and written feedback is 
provided.  

The Layered Curriculum strategy is a whole school 
strategy which has been implemented this year by 

our Differentiation 
Coaches in year 7 to 
encourage learning 
experiences that 
cater for a diverse 
range of abilities.    
The strategy uses 
a consistent colour 
system with a range 
of tasks in each 
colour.   This strategy 
gives students choice 
and control over 
their learning, and 
allows for students to 
work at the level that 
bests aligns with their 
abilities.   We look 
forward to expanding 
this across the school 
in 2021.  

Wishing everyone 
an enjoyable festive 
season! 

2021 School leadership team
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A S E A N  Y O U T H  F O R U M

Whilst many of us are thinking about going 
overseas, a group of our students were lucky 

enough to participate in the ASEAN Youth Forum.  

This forum allowed our students to communicate 
with others students from around Australia and Asia to 
debate education, foreign affairs, digital technologies 
and economics and gain an understanding on how 
these are all interwoven.  We may have another future 
Prime Minister on the Sunshine Coast.   

The students involved got a taste of how the United 
Nations runs and operates, representing Myanmar and 
The Philippines.  They are an inspiring group of students, 
who cannot wait for more.  Unfortunately none of the 
proposals for change put forward by Myanmar and 
The Philippines for voting were accepted by the other 
countries, but the students enjoyed the experience.

TRACEY UPSTON

E C O  C L U B  W O R M  F A R M
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I N D I G I N E O U S  E D U C A T I O N

SHANON HILL

This year our school produced a Wedge-tailed Eagle 
art piece for Reconciliation Week. The Wedge-tailed 

Eagle holds significant meaning for the Undumbi tribal 
group of the Noosa region. This 
pays respect to our local Elder, 
Tais Muckan, and his family in 
acknowledgment of their country 
we stand upon. Representing 
power, the Wedge-tailed Eagle 
can rise over the world, seeing 
and understanding all. Possessing 
keen eyesight, they can have a 
higher perspective on things and 
can indicate a talent for problem-
solving. This totem reinforces the 
link between the spiritual words, 
creation time and the living world.

Throughout term 3, all 
indigenous students of the 
school were invited take 
part in the creation of the 
Wedge-tailed Eagle artwork. 
This project was designed to 
embrace the Reconciliation 
Week theme, ‘In This Together’, 
through its collaborative 
construction. The art is a 
collection of tiles painted 
by the students that, when 
brought together, create the 
totem. The students were 
all encouraged to bring 
along a friend and together 

they worked to create this masterpiece.  Through the 
enthusiastic teamwork of the students we celebrate the 
diversity of the school and the importance of our bonds 
to each other and to the land.  

The concluding art piece will 
be on display for our school to 
value and be proud of as a school 
that accepts difference. It will be 
mounted during our week-long 
celebrations of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander culture in 
NAIDOC week, 8-15th November 
2020. All indigenous families of our 
school community are invited to 
attend the ceremony. 

“IN THIS TOGETHER” 
ART WORK

The National Reconciliation Week 2020 theme ‘In this together’ reinforces 
that we all have a role to play when it comes to reconciliation, and in 
playing our part, we collectively build relationships and communities 
that value Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, histories and 

cultures.
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A STORY OF 
RESILIENCE

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  P R O G R A M

The year started well, with 53 International students from Europe, 
South America, USA and Asia.  

SUANNE MCGREACHAN

During their time here the students were able to 
experience school life and were acclimatising very 

well. 

They did have the opportunity to visit some parts of our 
state with trips to Fraser Island, Tangalooma, Australia 
Zoo and of course our local beautiful sites.  All students 
were enjoying school and were very disappointed to 
have to leave earlier than expected in most cases due 
to COVID.

The school year then changed quite drastically 
however the students who were still here coped well 
with home schooling and were happy to be staying 
here. Of course a lot of the activities were cancelled and 
students adapted well.

We will finish the year with 8 students  2 from Europe, 1 
from South America and 4 from Asia.

At this stage we do 
not know when our 
International students will 
return, however we will be 
ready and excited to host 
them again when we can.
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HIGH FLYERS

M E E T  S O M E  O F  O U R

Ellia Smith 
Seventeen, Year 12 

Achievements

Current U19 QLD School Surfing Champion as she 
placed first in the U19 Girls competition for the 2020 
Queensland Secondary Schools State School Titles held 
on the Sunshine Coast. 

Ellia won the 2020 MR Shield Champion as a part of a 
team at the Queensland Secondary Schools Titles. 

Ellia placed 2nd at the Nationals for the under 19 age 
division in 2019 for the National Secondary Schools 
Tournament

In 2019 Ellia represented Australia at the World 
Championships held in California and she placed 5th 
overall. 

Interests Passions

Ellia is extremely proud of having the opportunity to 
travel to other countries to continue her passion and is 
also very greatful to be able to live in, and go to school in 
such a wonderful environment. 

Ellia is part of the Sunshine Beach High Surfing 
excellence program and is a fantastic role model for our 
younger female students.

Post School Career Aspirations

Ellia is hoping to study Sports Management at 
the University of the Sunshine Coast or University 
of Queensland, continue to pursue her career as a 
professional athlete.

Eden Tregear
Sixteen, Year 11

Achievements

• 2017 Sunshine Coast 
Theatre Festival - Best 
Female Actress Award and 
$1000 Bursary Award

• 2019 Sunshine Coast 
Theatre Festival - Best 
Female Actress Award 

• SBSHS String Quartet First 
Place at the Sunshine 
Coast Junior Eisteddfod 
2020

• Played Ismene in the 2019 
modern adaptation of the 
Greek play Antigone 

• Played Miranda in the 2019 performance of 
Shakespeare’s The Tempest 

• Played Olivia in the 2020 performance of 
Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night 

Interests, Passions
Eden has always had a love for performing and being 

on stage, whether that is through theatre or performing 
music, and has been lucky enough to be exposed to 
many opportunities in the past 5 years. She says, “The 
whole process of working so hard for months on a 
production and constantly learning by being surrounded 
by so much talent and passion is so rewarding once 
you step off stage knowing that all the work you put in 
was worth it. I signed up for acting at Little Seed Theatre 
Company in Year 6 and haven’t left. Being able to grow 
up in such a unique environment with people that love 
performing just as much as me is something I’ll value 
forever, and I don’t know what I’d be doing if I wasn’t 
doing acting.”

Post School Career Aspirations
“I will always continue to be involved in all things 

theatre, whether that be working behind the scenes or 
on stage and screen.  I would love to audition for the 
top Australian Theatre Universities (NIDA, WAAPA, VCA) 
after school. I’ll keep performing violin and playing music 
gigs.”
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Tirion Luff-White
Sixteen, Year 11

Over my time at 
Sunshine Beach, 

I have participated in 
more than 8 different 
ensembles both in 
school and regionally 
with things such as 
Sunshine Coast Youth 
Orchestra and the 
Instrumental Music 
Extension program.

Music plays an 
important role in my 
life which I’m looking 
to pursue in the 
future specialising 
in composition, 
film scoring and 
production. 

I have a strong 
interest in politics and global issues. This year in January, 
I was a member of a small delegation of students 
who went Shanghai to participate in the Model United 
Nations, where we debated and resolved issues facing 
the real United Nations with other students from around 
the world. 

Bringing this experience back to the Coast, I have 
started a Model United Nations Club within the school 
and have begun reaching out to other schools. 

As global citizens, now more than ever it is important 
for my generation to have an understanding of politics 
both nationally and internationally.

Rory Kelly 
Seventeen, Year 11

Achievements 

Play cello, saxophone and percussion in and out of 
school

In school performance: played at Sunshine Coast 
Eisteddfod competition with string orchestra, the wind 

symphony, and the 
stage band taking 
numerous first places

Member of the 
Sunshine Coast 
Youth Orchestra wind 
symphony and stage 
band

Out of school 
performances: 
played at Woodford 
Folk Festival in 
2017, 2018 and 
2019 on numerous 
stages including 
a performance 
in front of around 
10,000 people for the 
opening of the festival

Played at other festivals around the world including the 
National Folk Festival in Canberra, the Lorient Interceltic 
Festival in France, and the Picton Maritime festival in New 
Zealand

Toured around Europe in 2016, New Zealand in 2019 and 
Australia in 2020

Played in musicals, such as Annie with Mad About 
Theatre Company and Guys and Dolls with Little Seed 
Theatre Company 

Interests Passions

I am passionate about music because I have 
always been around it and I am at my happiest 
when performing on stage. It is such a great form of 
expression and I have made many close friendships 
through performing and playing in general. 

My parents are a big influence in my life and are the 
main reason I started playing music and still continue 
to. They both have careers in the music and have taught 
me many things about the industry.

Post School Career Aspirations

I intend to continue my musical career after school at 
the Conservatorium of Music in Brisbane, although I’m 
not sure exactly what I will study there. 

HIGH FLYERS

M E E T  S O M E  O F  O U R

CONTINUED
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P A R E N T S  A N D  C I T I Z E N S  A S S O C I A T I O N

A FOCUS ON 
ENVIRONMENT

As parents and citizens of our beautiful school, we’d 
like to wish the Class of 2020 all the best as they 

sprint towards the finish line of their school years. 

They were the first to start Prep at primary school, 
year 7 at secondary school and graduate with an ATAR 
rather than an OP - but if they had to reflect on the most 
memorable event of their lives, then living through a 
pandemic during the final year of school would probably 
rate quite high! To you, our guinea pig cohort, we wish 
you all the best in your final exams and we hope your 
graduation will be a fantastic event to finish your school 
years on a high note. 

Whale Trailer

Please keep feeding the whale! Did you know that 
money raised from the collection of the containers for 
change helps to fund projects like the upgrade of water 
bubblers so the 
students can 
stay hydrated 
on the hot 
summer days. 
The whale 
trailer can be 
accessed from 
the carpark near 
the Music Block.

Urban Wildlife Gardens

The P&C signed the school up to the Urban Wildlife 
Gardens (UWG) Program which aims to strengthen 
biodiversity in our suburbs. The first of three visits took 
place on Thursday, 17 September with SBSH teacher 
Sean Lennox coordinating the day. 

Groundsman Tim Coleman, local elder Bob Carey, 
myself and Noosa Environmental Education Hub’s Dalia 
Mikhail joined Michelle for a walk around the school 
grounds to identify some of the native species currently 
on campus and, importantly, 
to identify the weeds that 
need to be removed. We also 
identified some areas that 
could do with planting to 
prevent erosion near the new 
block and at the oval.

Mr Lennox arranged for Year 10 Environmental Science, 
Year 11 Earth Science and Duke of Edinburgh students to 
participate on the first day.  Mr Lennox also secured a 
number of plants from the Coolum Native Nursery on top 
of the ones we’re receiving through the UWG program, 
and Lendlease have committed to providing 200 
casuarina trees over the next couple of years to reduce 
the impact of the new development next to the Sunrise 
Shops, where a number of Glossy Black Cockatoo feed 
trees are due to be cleared. 

Riding to school

On Friday, 10 October I took Mayor Clare Stewart and 
Councillors Karen Finzel and Amelia Lorentson for a 
bike ride around the cluster of Sunrise schools. It was a 
great way to show them some of the unsafe crossings 
and other barriers to safe riding. They agreed that there 
should be better engagement with the schools and the 
local community. If anyone has any feedback or ideas 
about safe walking and riding in this area please let us 
know!

Sunshine Coast Triathlon

Thanks so much to Amanda Avery and the team of 
volunteers who 
ensured the 
athletes stayed 
hydrated at the 
Sunshine Coast 
70.3 Triathlon. They 
raised more than 
$500 for our school 
- well done to all 
involved!

DESIRÉ GRALTON
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A C A D E M I C  E X C E L L E N C E  P R O G R A M

PIPELINE 
MOLECULAR 

GASTRONOMY

Once again, Pipeline, run by the Technology and 
Design department was a successful day, full of 

smiling faces, noise and laughter. Students worked co-
operatively together, developing an understanding of 
planning design and trial and error. We had a great day 
full of activities, from constructing the tallest structure, to 
ice cream in a bag, to surface tension, and to molecular 
gastronomy. We cannot wait till next year. 

Ms Beckinsale would like to thank Ms Peterson and Ms 
Hughes for creating the activities and engaging the 
students in such wonderful activities. 
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S T U D E N T  L E A D E R S H I P  T E A M 

CHALLENGING 
TIMES

Senior School Captains
Alfie and Emily

Although this year has been a tough one, our fellow 
leaders, teachers and students (who have become 

a family over our many high school years) have 
worked together to make this year our best one yet. The 
challenges the leadership team faced equipped us with 
the necessary skills to lead during adversity, but more 
so, enhanced our ability to collaborate and work to 
everyone’s strengths. Although we didn’t achieve all of 
our goals, we still accomplished a great deal, even some 
things we hadn’t thought we would. Every single person, 
not only in our team, but in our year, gave us everything 
they had, and we owe it all to them. We can say that the 
2020 Student Leadership Team has become a close unit 
who’ve supported each 
other during the difficulties 
of 2020, let alone Year 12. To 
the next leaders, we hope 
to pass on our learning and 
advice. To our co-captains, 
it has been a pleasure 
working beside you.

Junior School 
Captains
Margot and Harvey

Sadly, some plans were 
abandoned this year 

because of Coronavirus, 
however the leadership team has achieved so much. 
Our school is more united than ever. We are very 
grateful for all the special guests who have appeared 
on assembly, including the Noosa mayor Clare Stewart, 
awesome student performances and an amazing group 
of athletes from USC. With the reintroduction of formal 
uniforms at assembly, I am very happy to see the Year 
7s and 8s representing their school with pride and style 
in their formal uniforms, with the Year 9s obviously 
needing more persuasion.

Over the coming weeks the 2021 Student Leaders will be 
taking control of the leadership and we wish them well in 
the year to come. A huge congratulations to all students 
who ran for leadership roles as it takes a lot of courage 

to get up and talk in front of 
the school.   

As these are the last few 
weeks as Junior School 
Captains for Margot and 
me, we would like to thank 
the students, teachers and 
staff of Sunshine Beach 
State High School for giving 
us the opportunity to grow 
as people and as leaders. 
Lastly, a huge thank you 
to Ms Bath and Mrs Seaniger for having our backs 
throughout this truly great experience.

Heads of Student Representative Council
Lilou, Steven and Damon

Our role this year as the School Vice Captainss and 
SRC Head has allowed us to involve ourselves in 

countless experiences we will never forget. Even without 
the leadership title, the year so far has been full of joy 
thanks to the many opportunities the school has given 
us. 

Chairing SRC meetings every Wednesday and 
implementing ideas from students in Year 7 all the way 
up to Year 12, has allowed the voices of all to be heard.  
We believe our school has shown an immense amount 
of strength this year when faced with the isolation COVID 
period. All leaders went above and beyond! For semester 
2, we ran many successful events, for example the 
Biggest Morning Tea and Book Week! As a community, 
this year has definitely made us a strong team.

Community Committee
Ruby and Marjorie

This year the Community committee has organised 
some beautiful events both within our school and 

wider community! It really has been so amazing to see 
everyone come together and make the best of the cards 
dealt this year. The Josie project was an honour to be 
a part of, with her classmates raising yellow to the sky 
to show their love and support for Josie on her journey. 
Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea, Battle of the Beaches 
and R U Ok? week have also been major highlights within 
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the community sector, helping to strengthen bonds both 
in and out of school. 

Amongst all of this, it has also never been so important 
to send off our Year 12’s with the best of luck and support 
from the Sunshine Beach community. They celebrated 
their last week of school with various novelty events 
taking place over the week as a show of gratitude for 
their commitment to their 13 years of schooling. This 
year the community pillar worked hard to boost mental 
wellbeing and inclusivity within the student body! 
Looking back over this year of great change, I think we 
can all agree we have achieved immense success.

Cultural Committee
Taha and Charlie

This semester the cultural committee’s goal was to 
reach the wider community to bring us all together 

in solidarity. During semester two this year, the cultural 
leadership group have engaged in the planning, 
hosting and running of a variety of events to create 
bonds between students, support the mental health 
of students, teachers and staff and encourage the 
acceptance of everyone. This last semester, we have 
learned an abundance of skills and lessons which are 
vital for our future roles and everyday life.

The events held this semester have truly demonstrated 
the school’s values. A few highlights have been Inclusion 
Week, Pride month and R U Ok? Day where students from 
diverse years, teachers and staff all come together, as 
a united, supportive community. Also, a large number 
of activities, such as board games at the library and 
busking across the school, brought some enjoyment for 
all.

Overall, during this semester a range of events were 
held to create bonds, to encourage meaningful lessons 
and to deliver a sense of pride and enjoyment to 
everyone at SBSHS. We hope that we will be able to carry 
our skills learned from our time as leaders into our future 
paths. 

We’d like to acknowledge all who helped the Cultural 
group to achieve our goals this year.  From the lovely 
parents of the P&C Committee, to our student Rainbow 
Alliance, to the Resource Centre staff, to Hospitality staff 
and students, and the greater cultural committee: thank 
you! WE couldn’t have done it without you.

Environmental Committee
Zoe and Sophie

This semester the Eco Club worked exceptionally hard 
to make the school a more ‘eco-friendly’ environment 

to be in.

As many students and staff will have noticed, the 
veggie patch near D block has been completely 
revamped and is now looking better than ever with 
lettuce, tomatoes, beans, sunflowers and radishes 
popping up and our first harvest already a huge 
success. We had so much fun planting the seedlings 

and it was really great to look after them and watch 
them grow.

There was a cake stall held in term 3 to raise money for 
koala and glossy black cockatoo feed trees. Members of 
the Eco Club put in their time to make cakes to be sold 
on the day, and with all of them being big hits amongst 
the students, we raised over $140. We have already 
been able to use this money to start planting trees on 
campus, with students helping revegetate the school.

The canteen has also been exceptionally supportive 
of all of the Eco Club’s ideas and commitments, always 
open to listening and making changes where possible. 
A new initiative has been agreed to by the canteen to 
encourage the use of reusable coffee cups at school by 
marking the prices up slightly and providing a discount 
to those with reusable cups.

Sport and House Committee 
Courtney and Jennifer

Our annual Sports Award ceremony looked a little 
different this year, with the ceremony being held at 

the Sunshine Beach Surf Club. We were very honoured to 
have Peace Proscovia, member of the Sunshine Coast 
Lightning team, as our guest speaker. Peace spoke 
about the importance of inspiration, motivation and 
hard work.  Qualities that all students have illustrated 
throughout the year. It was great to acknowledge 
the achievements of 
SBSHS students who 
have continued to work 
hard despite the many 
challenges they have 
faced. 

Unfortunately, 2020 
has not been the best 
year for our athletes 
at SBSHS as many 
sporting opportunities 
were cancelled due to 
Covid-19. Sport is a massive avenue for students to 
connect, encourage and build friendships with each 
other, and so with the cancellation of so many events 
this year, it has been difficult for all students. However, 
the strength, resilience and determination exemplified 
by all students has been remarkable. These challenging 
times have allowed students to apply the valuable 
lessons learnt through their sporting career, just in an 
alternative way. Being able to deal with challenges and 
continuing to stay motivated and working hard towards 
goals is an invaluable trait to have. 

It has been an honour working with staff and students 
as the Sports Leaders this year and despite not having 
the same opportunities as other years, we have been 
extremely impressed and proud of the adaptability of 
all students. We wish everyone the best for 2021, and we 
hope that students continue to follow their love of sport 
and aim to be the best version of themselves they can 
be. 
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EQUIPPING 
STUDENTS FOR 

SENIOR
CATHERINE SEANIGER

In the year 10 Careers course, students 
have been working hard all year to 

attain a Certificate II Skills for Work and 
Vocational Pathways. This year, we have 
had 58 excelling students who finished 
the Certificate by term 3. This, along with 
a consistent modelling of Sunshine Beach 
High’s PRIDE values, allowed these students 
to be invited into the term 4 Green Room 
Master Class.

This program, running for the duration 
of term 4, puts these students in to Senior 
preparatory workshops led by experienced 

teachers, equipping them with a range of 
core skills to give them the edge for Year 
11. From note taking and creative writing, to 
manipulating data in Excel and higher order 
thinking skills, the workshop sessions have 
been engaging, creative and focused on 
refining these students’ learning talents. The 
Master Class program began with a visit 
from our current Year 12s who shared their 
personal journey in senior and offered tips to 
make the most out of the next two years. 

Congratulations students on your 
achievements so far!
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SUPASTARZ STILL 
SHINING

GREER STOCKTON

This year has been very different with 11 weeks lost to 
COVID and competitions going virtual

The team of 23 competed in the AASCF State 
Championship in September achieving Runners up 
in the Schools Division for the highest scoring routine 
(Pom). They also received: 1st Place Pom, 1st Place Hip 
Hop, 2nd Place Jazz, 4th Place Lyrical/Contemporary.  
The following weekend the team competed in their first 
‘live’ event, the Australian Pinnacle Dance Challenge 
and received:  Ist Place Pom, 3rd Place Hip Hop, 
Highly Commended Lyrical and Highly Commended 
Contemporary.

The girls were also very lucky to have Year 12 student 
Damon Starkey choreograph their awesome hip hop 
routine for them in an afternoon workshop.  Thank you 
so much Damon.

Unfortunately this year our annual Dance Night, 
which showcases over 30 routines of the outstanding 
abilities and talents of our students, is unable to go 
ahead due to COVID. This would have been the last 
event for our year 12 students to perform at but they 
were lucky to showcase their talent on their last Year 12 
Assembly celebration. Congratulations on your amazing 
commitment this year girls.  I am very, very proud of you 
all and wish our Year 12s the very best.

Contemporary

Hip Hop

Jazz

Damon teaching Hip Hop



SHINER - SUNSHINE BEACH HIGH | SEMESTER 2, 2020  |  17 

ARTS AND HPE

A R T  -  Y E A R  9

A R T  -  Y E A R  1 0
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Year 11 Visual Art students have just begun their 
official IA1- starting their senior work for 2021. 

This year, students will be involved in two 
immersive experiences and their concept is 

waterways. They will be attending a photo shoot 
at the pool and will be involved in a number of 

workshops at Sunshine Beach including drawing, 
sculpture, photography, video and sound scape 

workshops.

 We look forward to see them develop their own 
inquiry question and producing a body of work. 

V I S U A L  A R T  -  Y E A R  1 2

Students have produced some really beautiful work 
for their final IA2 – ‘Art as Knowledge’ assessment.  

It has definitely been a challenging year for all students 
but the work created is really beautiful and a credit to 
our hardworking, talented art students.  

Congratulations on your achievements Year 12s and all 
the very best for the future.
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It has been a challenging year for our dance students 
but we managed to work on some amazing pieces 

in class and produce some very creative work.  Year 
7 students were able to create their own danceworks 
along with a class performance taught by their teacher 
which they each performed in small groups to their 
class for assessment.  They also sat an exam and 
wrote about a selected dancework identifying specific 
choreographic devices and dance elements.  

Year 9 students have just performed their ‘Hairspray’ 
class performance which was highly energetic and 
showcased the talent in the class. 

Year 11 students worked on their new curriculum works 
based on the unit ‘Moving through Environments’ where 
they produced their own choreographed pieces in a site 
specific space.  Congratulations on your beautiful and 
creative work, Year 11s.  

The final practical assessment for our Year 12 students 
was to create a choreographed piece filmed in a space 
that conveyed their own choreographic intent.  Some 
beautiful work was created in various spaces including 
our local waterways, sugar cane fields and even a local 
cemetery.  Year 12 students are now well underway 
studying for their external exams.  Best of luck beautiful 
Year 12s! We will miss you all x.

DANCE
GREER STOCKTON
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15 Years String Quartet 2nd Place.

18 Years String Duet  2nd and 3rd places.

18 Years String Quartet  1st  and 2nd place.
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COACHES
Shane Hutchinson 
and Shanon Hill

Shane Hutchinson, 
Shanon Hill and 
Letitia Fox (year 11 
student) all played 
in the AFL grand 
final this year, 
representing Noosa 
Tigers.
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YEAR 11

The Year11 Recreation 
assessment task in Term 

3 was to run a tournament 
for the Year 7 students. 3 
Year 7 classes took part in 
soccer, touch football or 
oztag tournaments. The 
Tournaments were a huge 
success with maximum 

participation and fun. Well 
done yr 11’s. 

In Term 4 the students 
are getting fit at NOOSA 
BOX OFFICE.  We are boxing 
once a week and doing an 
Aquathon at the NAC. 

Students will certainly be fit 
by the end on term.

YEAR 12

Year 12 students honed their coaching skills in term 
3, teaching skills and games to the year 4 students 

at Sunshine Beach High.  Students chose to coach 
basketball, soccer, touch football or AFL. 

The program was a huge success with both the year 
4’s and the year 12’s taking many positive experiences 
away from this task.

In term 4 we are doing games, a wonderful way for the 
students to finish 12 years of schooling. We wish them 
the best of luck for the future.
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No school Rugby this year, but we still 
have some Rugby stars at the school: 

Pearl Enright Year 9

Pearl has played rugby since U/6s.  She 
is currently playing with the U/14 Noosa 
Dolphins (only girl playing), with the U/16 
Girls and with the Stingrays Rep team.

Pearl was awarded Noosa Dolphins 
Junior of the Year, 2020.

T E A M  B U I L D I N G  -  Y E A R  9

Year 9 HPE students engaged 
in a selection of sports over 

Semester 2 including basketball, 
soccer, volleyball, European 
handball, cricket and softball. 

In theory we did the “Party 
Factor”, where students 
investigated the consequences 
of drugs and binge drinking. This 
term students are focusing on 
collaboration, creating a video 
to deter risky behaviours around 
drugs  and alcohol.
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A huge semester of competition and Sunshine 
State High School is back on top:

1st MR Shield QSS State Surfing Titles U19 Girls  
Gia Lorentson & Ellia Smith 

1st MR Shield QSS State Surfing Titles U16 Girls
 Coco Cairns & Lil Bowrey 

1st QSS State Surfing Titles U16 Girls
Coco Cairns 

3rd QSS State Surfing Titles U16 Girls
Lil Bowrey 

1st QSS State Surfing Titles U19 Girl
Ellia Smith 

4th QSS State Surfing Titles U19 Boys
Ben Lorentson  

As we say goodbye to an awesome group of senior 
surfers, we give a massive thank you to Jeff Previtti 
and Kara Peterson for a unique year of beach and 
online coaching.  We look forward to a big 2021.
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Juniors

A perfect water polo player can be described as 
having the over-arm accuracy of a baseball pitcher, 

the vertical power of a volleyball player, the toughness 
of a rugby player, the endurance of a cross-country 
skier and the strategic mind of a chess champion.  
Welcome to the world’s toughest sport!

This year SBSHS entered four teams: open boys, 
intermediate girls and two junior teams into the 
Sunshine Coast Schools Competition. Our senior boys 
and intermediate girls fared well but bowed out in 
their semi-final matches against very tough pools 
of competitors.  Our youngest teams, comprising of 
primary school and secondary school students from 
Sunshine Beach, have had a successful term of polo, 
learning new skills, having fun and discovering what it is 
to be ‘pool fit’.  FYI - not the same as being dry-land fit!! 

Big thanks to our volunteer team of coaches: our water 
polo coordinator Stephen Steele, Troy Park (Open boys),  
Heather Mackay (Intermediate girls), Helen Park (Junior 
girls) and 2021 school captain Sasha Hobson who has 
coached the Junior boys team this season.   

LINDA CONNORS

Helen Park
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Since the award was founded in 1956, over eight 
million people have participated in over 130 countries 

and territories around the world. 

The award consists of four components: Skill, Physical, 
Service and Journey; and typically takes a minimum 
of six months to complete. This year we have students 
participating in all three levels; Bronze, Silver and Gold.

In its sixth year at Sunshine Beach, the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award has steadily grown in popularity, this 
year being no exception. However, with distance learning 
and the resulting covid restrictions in place, 2020 has 
added some extra challenges. Our adventurous journey 
was postponed until the winter term when we took 14 
combined Bronze and Silver Award participants to the 
beautiful Mimburri campus 
near Kenilworth. 

Adventurous journeys in the 
past have taken shape as 
hikes into the hinterland or 
paddles up the Noosa River, 

however the focus of this 
journey was environmental 
sustainability. Over the two 
camps, the students planted 
over 60 koala habitat trees 
across a stretch of land on 
the Mimburri campus, in the 
hopes of encouraging native 
koalas back to this area. 

But it wasn’t all hard work. Students also learned about 
the fascinating local aboriginal heritage, developed 
survival and first aid skills, went mountain biking and 
learned archery. They also developed their orienteering 
skills and increased their understanding of camping 
techniques. 

At this year’s awards ceremony we were delighted 
to present the following students with their Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award:

BRONZE AWARD

Jonah Lenten
Charlie Watson

Zara Crulci
Ruby McKay

Eli Frew
Chloe Williams
Rory Williams
Jack Devenish
Jack Upston

SILVER AWARD

Noah Allsopp
Orson Kime

Lara Broadley

D U K E  O F  E D I N B U R G H ’ S  A W A R D

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award is the world’s leading 
youth achievement award, bringing together practical 
experiences and life skills to create confident and 
committed global citizens and equipping young 

people for life. 

BEN ROBERTS

A WORLDWIDE 
PHENOMENON
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SEMPRE AVANTI

Ms McGreachan and Mr Geromet have provided 
supportive and determined leadership to steer 

our department through.  Ms Ceccato, Miss Guest, Mrs 
Davies and Mr Testa adapted well to the provision of 
online learning. Ms Ceccato and Mr Geromet have had 
successful journeys implementing the new Senior Italian 
Syllabus and preparing students for exams and other 
assessment. The implementation of Band Plans and 
assessment instruments aligned with these Band Plans 
has been successful. One of our assessment pieces was 
used as an exemplar for other teachers.

Education Perfect, an online and interactive language 
program is being introduced and utilized by teachers 
and students. Although COVID 19 has resulted in the 
postponement of our Exchange to Bologna and Cividale 
planning goes on. The Italian department are an intrepid 
band of committed individuals whose Team Spirit and 
Professionalism is evident in the provision of a varied, 
contemporary, relevant and rigorous curriculum that 
provides students with enjoyable learning experiences.

The Italian Scholarship scheme continues to provide 
students with opportunities to put some funds towards 

the experience of 
the Exchange to 
Bologna. Sunshine 
Beach High School 
Italian Department 
has a long and 
proud tradition 
of promoting 
all things Italian 
and an enduring 
appreciation of 
Italian Culture and 
Language. 

One of our Senior Italian students, Leo Drake, also 
participated in the 2020 Studitalia Prize and was runner 
up in the state.

In September, two of our senior students, Sophie 
Bandera year 
11 and Ethan 
Bischoff year 12 
were successful in 
obtaining a place 
in the September 
Holiday Language 
Program at James 
Cook University 
Junior Academy of 
Modern Languages 
at which they 
represented 
our school 
exceptionally 
well.  The tradition 
continues and 
the motto is 
”Sempre Avanti”. 
This translates 
to” ALWAYS  
ADVANCING”.

Cividale

FRANK TESTA

The Italian Department has had an interesting and challenging 
year.   Covid 19, online learning and the new Senior Assessment 
ATAR  System have all thrown up challenges which our 
Department has negotiated in a very professional and 

successful manner.
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DAVID MANNION

LOOKING TO THE 
FUTURE

Sunshine Beach High is moving towards a very exciting phase of 
it’s burgeoning digital education program.  Not only have the junior 
classes been actively involved in game deisgn, robotics and coding, 
but our senior students are about to embark on a new subject called 

Digital Solutions.

The programme will feature industry-standard 
gaming software from Microsoft called Unity.  The 

sudents will not only be learning cutting edge software 
and affiliated code procedures, but will be applying 
these new skills to everyday problems and situations.

With a focus on data management, security, database 
maintenance, game design and user experiences, the 
program will immerse students in a range of future skills 

and experiences.  

The gaming focus should be 
an exciting prospect for our 
imminent and future students 
and should offer these students 
the ability to develop relevant, 
modern skills.

It’s a testament to 
the current cohort and 
their deep interest in IT, 
that we’ve been able 
to offer the subject for 
next year.  Over twenty 

students have selected the subject as a first 
preference, allowing us to begin the course with 
a good number of students.

As we begin our journey into game design and 
development, we will, no doubt, be showcasing 
our games and solutions as our skills improve.
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TINA FITZGERALD

BORN: 
BOUGHT OWNED 

RE-DESIGNED NEW

Year 12 Fashion students have been studying 
Sustainable Fashion and as part of their practical 

they had to design and produce 1-4 pieces of clothing 
using recycled Textile components, to place the 
students in a real-life fashion context. 

A fashion shoot was organized for them at an 
industrial setting, Land and Sea.  Community make-
up artists and hairstylists (ex-students) gave their 
time to professionally work with the students.  Four 
photographers from Sunshine Beach staff gave 4 hours 
of their time to capture the students’ designs and hard 
work.  A collective effort by all. 

Ruby - 
Woven 

denim from 
jeans

Meet the Next Generation of Sustainable Fashion Designers

Noah - Painted and 
stitched  canvas

Mya - l inen 
Sheets

Lucy - recycled ties 
and scrap denim

Kodi - Recycled tent 
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Amba - Jeans 
into a jacket

Anabele - 
Stockings 

Chaise 
- Mens 

shirts and 
denim 
jeans 

Jamaica 
- Op-shop 

l inen pants 
into top and 

pants

Holl i- 
Denim 
scraps

Kayla - Three old knit  jumpers

Tahleah - Old PA Velvet Curtain

Zali  - Old 
Dance 

Costumes 

Jacqueline - 
Camping sleeping 

bag

May - si lk 
sheet
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Keith - Denim scraps into 
jeans and bucket hat

Daneell  - 
Mens suit 

jacket 
l ining into 

a dress.

Sadie - Three stretch knit  shirts and 
patchwork

Kirsten - Jeans into a 
denim jacket.

Chloe - 
Old Jeans 

and left 
over 

fabric.

El le - Sheet

Anieke - OP shop fabric

Mia - Mens suit  jacket 
and hoodie

Ella - Denim jeans

Charlize 
- Denim 
Scraps

Elke - Cotton 
sheet 

Tara - Curtain

Eloise - Dyed 
fabric and 

combined old 
hoodie and denim 

jacket

Ally - Recycled 
denim jacket 
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Year 12 Hospitality

Many great functions were planned and executed by 
the talented Hospitality students.

The culminating activity for 2020 was the Gratitude 
Platters served to the staffroom accompanied by 
notes of Gratitude to thank staff for all their wonderful 
teaching.

Year 12 Tourism

The Noosa Visitor Information Centre welcomed the 
Tourism class to observe their practices. We were the 
first class to use the new SBSHS bus.

Year 10 Hospitality Preparation

A huge range of biscuits were cooked and sold to 
staff to sample their hard work. These proved to be very 
popular.

Year 7 Design and Technology

These students were introduced to the principles 
of design by the Technology faculty. They produced 
creative working clocks from recycled materials. This 
was a very successful unit of work.

Year 11 Hospitality Practices

This semester students 
have had a focus on 
casual dining.  Students 
have been researching 
the types of hospitality 
establishments that 
offer this style of menu 
and creating a variety 
of different foods that fit 
within the casual dining 
style.  

We have been 
working on a variety of 
menu items, including 
appetisers, entrees, main 
meals and desserts.  The 

highlight of term 3 was our casual dining function night 
where students were able to 
demonstrate skills by hosting a 
dinner here at school for their 
parents, where they showcased 
their talents whilst running all 
aspects of a casual dining 
restaurant.  Bringing together 
a range of hospitality skills 
acquired and putting them into 
practice was a highlight.  It was 
wonderful to see how each of 
them worked effectively to run 
a very successful evening with 
all students and parents proud.
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M A T H E M A T I C S

Sounds like fun in Maths

A massive thank you to Sasha Hobson 
for assisting in the production of one 
of the recent videos produced by the 
mathematics department. He impressed us with his great guitar skills, allowing 
us to show the applications of mathematics to music using sine curves. Nice one 
Sasha!

Meanwhile, if you are part of the junior school you would have taken part in 
one of our exciting maths assignments. Students have been designing bridges 
in conjunction with science experiments, gathering statistical evidence to show 
improvement in times tables or dropping different sporting balls to test their 
consistency and predict their bounce height when dropped from 5 metres. These 
are great ways to show students some real world applications of the mathematics 
done in the classrooms.

Y E A R  7  D E S I G N
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S C I E N C E  A N D  M A R I N E

THEORY IN 
PRACTICE

MARTIN TAYLOR 

Examples of this included the year 7 chemistry 
experiments and squid dissections, year 8 

mousetrap and microscope investigations and year 9 
hot colours and household substances Ph study.  

Year 7 students participated in a forensic science 
incursion conducted by Education Interactive where 
they were required to solve a crime through examining 
various types of scientific items such as fibres, hair 
samples, blood typing and footprints.  Junior students 
have also been able to access the online STILE resource 
to gain up to date scientific knowledge and learning 
experiences to back up the practical elements of the 
course.  The various forms of learning activities and 

assessment types will allow them to have a great 
introduction to all science disciplines and assessment 
methods found in the senior courses.

In Year 10 marine science, students were introduced to 
the exciting field of marine biology through field work at 
Sea Life Underwater World as well as investigating the 
characteristics of modern boats.  Students collaborated 
in small groups to design, create and test model boats 
to determine their different capabilities. They then 
completed an extended marine investigation scientific 
report where they analysed data, evaluated the 
research design and made recommendations for future 
investigations. Other scientific studies included physics 

In Semester 2,  students continued to be engaged 
in science lessons covering a variety of topics. 
These included exciting practical components to 

complement the theory aspect of their courses.  
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motion study at Aussie World, Environmental science 
examination of ecology at Australia Zoo and a first ever 
invertebrates study “bug hunt” to identify the various 
distribution of insect and plant species on the school 
campus.   Chemistry students engaged in calorimeter 
student experiments that investigated the heat of 
transformations and reactions.

Year 11 biology, marine and earth and environment 
students were also able to participate in the annual 
Heron Island excursion to complete their Unit 1 
experiment.  

This activity provides students with amazing 
encounters with large and small marine animals as 
well as a close hand experience of the coral island 

ecosystem.  We hope 
that a few of these 
students will go on to 
future studies and work 
in the protection of the 
marine environment 
because of these trips.

Finally a huge thank 
you to the graduating 
class of 2020!  You have 
been an exceptional 
cohort and the level of 
achievement in science 
is indicative of your 
efforts.  We wish you all 
the best for the future.

S C I E N C E  A N D  M A R I N E
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S U N S H I N E  L E A R N I N G  C E N T R E

ROSS ALLEN

LOOKING TO THE 
FUTURE

The Learning Centre at Sunshine Beach State High school caters for 
the diverse learning needs for a range of students within a whole 
of school approach. Some students who have been identified by 
Education Queensland have highly individualised programs to cater 

for their individual needs. 

The school values and 
respects diversity, 

and within the Learning 
Centre, we have a focus 
on strength-based 
learning, and ensuring 
each student has an 
opportunity to maximise 
his or her potential. 

In 2020 we have again 
been fortunate to have 
had a specialised, 
dedicated and  
passionate team of 
teachers and learning 
support staff that has 
created a “family “ 
environment where each 
student feels valued, secure and connected to their 
school . Whilst the role of the Learning Centre aligns with 
the whole of school approach, it is significant that the 
values promoted intensively at the Learning Centre are 
reinforced across the school community. 

Throughout their educational journey, it is paramount 
that we prepare the students for life and the world 
after school, and to this end we have a clear mandate 
to ensure students exit with some real post-school 
options. The NDIS has provided students with greater 
opportunities that will further broaden post-school 
options, and despite the many challenges during 

the COVID period students have aligned with DES 
Employment service providers and gained School Based 
Traineeships.

Currently there are senior students placed in the aged 
care , hospitality , retail and construction industries  and 
others are completing vocational placements as a 
component of their NDIS pathways package .

Curriculum programming is tailored to meet individual 
need with students accessing the core curriculum 
components of the National Curriculum in English, 
Mathematics, Humanities and Science.  Students also 
access Certificate courses and credits in Certificate 1 in 
Vocational Pathways, Duke of Edinburgh’s Award and 
Certificate 2 Vocational Education. 
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The following programs have been successful in 
providing holistic growth beyond the classroom and 
are integral to the Senior pathways, further studies and 
alignment with Disability Employment Support agencies 
(DES):

• Community Access

• Eumundi Market

• Sunshine Farmers

• *OZCARE was suspended due to COVID 

This year we provided two new program offerings,  the 
HOOFBEATS program at Hoofbeats Sanctuary at Doonan 
has been a new initiative that focusses upon Equine 
Assisted Learning and has been a valuable program 
for students to access to develop self-awareness, 
coping strategies, and a deeper understanding of their 
strengths and positive attributes. 

Environmental Science has been embedded into the 
Duke of Edinburgh program and students had 2 terms 
studying the local environment of the Glossy Black 
Cockatoo.  Students have created new green spaces 
and planted allocasuarina trees that will ensure the 
species have a food source for future generations.  The 
student engagement and commitment to the program 
has been outstanding. 

This program has been conducted in 
conjunction with the Noosa Environmental 
Education hub and the SBSHS School P & 
C and has been a fantastic community 
initiative. 

Sunshine Butterflies remains a valued 
supporter of our programs and the 
evolution of the Sunshine Farmers 
program has provided many students 
with vocational training and work 
experience. Sunshine Butterflies also 
provides supports for students and 
families and is an industry leader in 
program delivery and NDIS planning.

2020 will long be remembered for a year like no other 
for many reasons as the world managed a challenging 
time with the COVID pandemic. For all at the Learning 
Centre we are celebrating the graduation of an amazing 
group of young people who were the first cohort in 
Queensland to commence High school in Year 7 and the 
first cohort to graduate under the National curriculum. 

To all our Year 12’s we wish you every success as you 
commence your exciting new journeys and congratulate 
each of you on your graduation .  
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Grade 7 student Luka McCann has a talent 
for street art, and his recently completed 
design features on our Student Learning 
Centre. Luka has been participating in a highly 
individualised program, which has been 
created specifically for students with identified 
attributes and competencies. Luka is also in an 
advanced program in grade 10 Art. 

Left  mural Right mural

Whole Mural


